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J ] OHN III. 55 6. ; 
Except a Man be born of WW ater and 


of the Spirit, be cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God. That which is 
born of the Fleſh is Fleſh ; and that 
which is born of the Spirit 1s Spirit. 
HE Goſpel informs us of a twofold 
ſapernatural Birth; that of Chriſt born 


of a Virgin, and that of a Sinner born 
of the Spirit of God. The former was 


appointed, by divine Wiſdom and Grace, with a 


View to the latter: For, when the Time ſet was 
fully come , God ſent forth his Son made of a 
Woman (and born of a Virgin) as well as made 
under the Law, that they who were by Nature 
Children of Wrath (born into the World guilty ſin- 
ful Creatures) might receive the Adoption of Sons, 
and be born of the Spirit. — While many, about 
the Cloſe of the Year, profeſs to commemorate 
the Birth of Chriſt, and religiouſly obſerve a par- 
ticular Day of human Appointinent, in Honour 
and Remembrance of that, I judge it not im- 
proper, or any way unſeaſonable, to remind you 
and myſelf of the Nature and Neceſſity of the New + 
Birth; and of the Native Corruption of Man 
fince the Fall, as rendring ſuch a Change abſo- 

lutely neceſſary. Theſe things are told us in the 
5 OR IT A 2 Words 


a Gal. iv. 4, 5. 
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4 A Diſeccurſe a Ichn fl. 5, 6 


Words of the Text, ſpoken to one Nicodemus; 
who, though a Teacher and Ruler of the Jewiſb 
Church, was extremely ignorant of this Principle 
of vital experimental Religion, ibe New Birth, — 
In the Text we have, | . 


I. The New Birth deſcribed. | 
IT. The Neceſſity of it inſiſted on, 


III. The original Corruption of every one of 


Adam's Deſcendants ſtrongly aſſerted, as that from 
which the Neceſſity of ſuch a Change ariſes, 


I. The New Birth is here deſcribed. What our 


Lord calls, ver. 3 and 7, a being born again, or 
as the Word * properly ſignifies, a being bor 


from above, is here deſcribed in the Text by a 


being born of Water and the Spirit. Some will have 
it that two very different things are here ppinted 


at, Baptiſm and an internal Renovation. To be 


born of Water, ſay they, is to be truly and*duly 
baptized : To be born of the Spirit, is to be in- 
wardly renewed by the Spirit of God ; of which 


Interpretation the former Branch I except againſt, 


as being indeed very antient ©, and faſhionable, 
but weak and groundleſs. The latter Part is un- 
| exceptionable. 


d Avolev. Whether this Word ever ſignifies again, in any 
pure claſſical Author, I am not certain. It's being fo: uſed by 
Athenagoras, or any ſuch Writer, is of no Weight. In Gal. 
iv. 9. It ſeems to denote former Time; the latter Part of that 
Verſe may be underſtood as though the Apoſtle had wrote, «5 


eval coryeors N Ieaeuew JN, to. which former 


F-Y 


Elements, i. e. Elements of former Times, ye deſire again to be 


in Bondage. | 
©. Fuſtin Martyr las well as the following Eccleſiaſtical 
Writers) does ſo interpret the Text, or wer. 3. which, regard- 


ing the Senſe more than the very Words, he quotes thus. 
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3 A Diſcourſe on John ili. 5, 6. 5 

exceptionable. To be born of the Spirit, is in- 

deed to be inwardly renewed by the Spirit of God, 1 

whoſe Influence is, like that of Water, cleanſing 

and purifying z and this ſpiritual Renovation is 

ſufficient to the ſaving of a Perſon, whether he be 
or be not Partaker of the outward Baptiſm. 

1. Whatever Regeneration is, the Spirit of God 

is the ſole Author of it. He does not help a Man 

to regenerate himſelf, but takes the Work fully 1 

into his own Hands. Elſe, with what Propriet7 l 

LI can the regenerate Perfon be ſaid to be born of God, 1 

1 in Oppoſition to his being born of Blood, or of |! 
the Will of the Fleſh, or of the Will of Man. 59 

A true Child of God, as ſuch, # not born of 

Blood, he does not become ſo by a carnal Defcent 

from pious Parents: He is not born of the Will of 

| the Fleſh, i. e. he is not renewed by the Efficacy - |! 

and Power of his own carnal corrupt Will ; for wy 

| ſuch is the Will of every one of Mankind while 1 

j 


unregenerate : Again, he is not born of the Will of 4 
Man, of any Man whatever, Let Parents, Mi- * if 
nifters, Chriſtian Friends, will ever ſo earneſtly, || 
and perſuade ever ſo pathetically, and labour ever 


I fo fervently, tis all in vain, if the Spirit of the 

; living God will not work. This Spirit of God, or 

, | God as working by his Spirit, is the ſole Author | 
8 of that mighty Change which diſcriminates the re- 1 
; generate Chriſtian from all others. Tis not more 1 


certain, that our Acceptance with God, and in- 
deed the whole of our Salyation, depends on the 
Blood of Chriſt, as the only meritorious procuring 
Cauſe of it é, than that the Regeneration of every 

| a one 


4 Mr F. Taylor in his late Book againſt Original Sin, ſpeaks 
of our own Virtue as the ſole Ground of our Acceptance with 
God; and to Chrift he aſcribes no more than a ſuperior 
of the ſame Kind of Worthineſs that belongs to all good Men, 

7 P- 72, 73, Ce. Query. Whether his Notions of Virtus as 
| | ed ea meritorious, 
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6 A Diſcourſe on John iii. 5, 9. 
one who is born again depends upon, and is effect - 


ed 45 the ſole Energy of the divine Spirit. 0 


Chriſt ian, if thou art indeed born from above, the 
good Spirit has been at work upon thy Soul, in 
ſuch a powerful divine Manner, as none but him- 


ſelf is capable of: He has done that ſor thee and 


upon thee, which neither thyſelf nor any Creature 


could ever have done. Thy Regeneration is ow- 
ing, and muſt be thankfully aſcribed, as to the 
ſoveraign Will of God, James i. 18. as to his free 


rich Mercy, Titus iii. 5. as to the Efficacy. of the 
Blood of Jeſus, which procured the Privilege and 


Dignity ot the New Birth for every Partaker of it, 


Titus iii. 6. fo to the divine effectual working of 
the Spirit of God. 


2. What the Spirit does in Regeneration is this. 
He mortifies the old Man or corrupt Nature, and 


breathes into the Soul a new vital Principle, a 
Principle of living to God; a Principle of ſincere 


Love and willing Obedience to him; or, to ex- 


preſs the Matter in Words plainer perhaps to ſome, 


he forms the Soul to a fixed habitual Diſpdſedneſs 


for all Obedience, and to as fixed habitual a Diſlike 
and Averſion to all Sin, as it is diſpleaſing to 


SGod. Divines commonly diſtinguiſh theſe two 
Parts of Regeneration, Mortification and Vivifica- 


tion, which two, though inſeparable and indeed 
coincident with each other, may be diſtinguiſhed, 
and are really diſtinguiſhed in the Scripture. 


t. Mortification, By this is meant a ſubduing 
of the Corruption of Nature, which we derive. 
from 


* 


meritotious, Sec. can conſiſt with theſe (and many other) | 
Scriptures, Ja. xlv. 24. ch. liii. 5, 6. Matt. xx. 28, Rom. iii. 
20, Oc. ch. v. 9 10, 16, 17, Je. Gal. ii. 16, 17. ch. iii. 13. 
Epheſ. i. 7. 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. ii. 14. ch. iii, 5. 6. — 1 Cor. 7 
30, 31. 1 Pet. i. 18. ch. ii. 24. Rev. i. 5, 6. ch. v. 9. 
1, 12, — Coby. i i. 14, 
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ſtiſication. 


A Diſcourſe on John ii. 5. 6. 5 


from our old Father Adam; .a weakening the 
Power of this old Man in us; a giving it a mortal 
Wound, ſo as that it can never recover it's former 


Power and Dominion. This is hinted in ſuch Paſ- 


ſages as thoſe of the Apoſtle, Our old Man is cru- 
ciſied with Chriſt, Reckon ye yourſelves to be dead 


indeed unto Sin. J, in regard to my corrupt Na- 
ture, am crucified with Chriſt * Ye are freed from 
Sin, i. e. from the Dominion of it by Regeneration, 
as well as from the damning Power of it by Ju- 
Regeneration makes a Man who was 
dead in Sin, and the Servant of Sin, to become 


dead indeed unto Sin: It habitually diſpoſes him 


to put off the old Man; to crucify the Fleſh with 
the Affections and Luſts of it; to make no Pro- 
viſion for the Fleſh, or corrupt Nature; to carry 
on a continual Oppoſition to the moſt ſecret Actings 
and Workings of it. It makes a Man to loath the 


rruption that he feels in himſelf ; to hate the 


vain Thoughts of his own Heart; to bewail and 
lament the ſecret irregular Workings of his cor- 


rupt Heart before God. Indwelling Sin is the chief 
' Burden of a renewed Soul. Being oppreſſed with 


a Senſe of it, and affected with an ingenyous God- 
ly Sorrow for it, he is continually ready to cry 
out, O wretched Man that I am, he looking on 
himſelf as a wretched miſerable Creature, by Rea- 
ſon of the Remains of corrupt Nature, which 


cleave to him on all Occaſions; and prove a con- 


tinual Clog to him in the Aſcents of his Soul hea- 
venward ; in all his Approaches towards God, 
and in all his Endeavours to do his Duty. The 
regenerate Man can with Sincerity fay, I 


„ would not fin againſt God, or diſpleaſe him at 


« all, if I could avoid it: I had rather die than 


continue offending God, or always ſerving him 


© Rom. vi. 6, 7. Gal. ii. 20. 


* 
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2. Vivification, This literally fignifies, making 
Preat 


$ 4 Dime on John il. 3, 6. 
« ſo meanly and imperfectly as I now do: The 
« Afflictions that happen to me while paſling thro? 


„ this world, are not ſo irkſome and grievous to 


«© me as the ſinful Corruptions of my own Heart: 
« When, Lord, wilt thou grant me the happy 
e final Releaſe that my Soul longs after ? It gives 


* me a great deal of Pleaſure to think, that if I 


«© can but once get through this World into a 
<< better, I ſhall there live an endleſs Life in the 
© Preſence of God, without ever once ſinning 
& againſt him more.” Such a Frame and Tem- 
per of Soul as this a Mortification of corrupt Na- 
ture brings a Man to. But together with bis 
there 1s, | 


one alive. Here it is put for the holy Spirit's 
King into the Soul a new vital Principle, that 
inclines, diſpoſes, and enables every one in whom 


it is, to live not unto himſelf, or for the doing of 


his own Pleaſure, but unto God, This the Apoſtle 


Joins with the former, and diftinguiſhes from it, 


Gal. ii. 20. J am crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſs 


live. Rom. vi. 11. Reckon ye yourſelves to be 


dead indeed unto Sin, but alive unto God, If a Man 
is dead unto Sin, he can't but be alive unto God thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt. This the Apoſtle again mentions, 
Ty A ii. 1, 5. Col. ii, 13. If we put off the old 

an with his Deeds, we can't but put on the new 


Man, which is created after God in Righteouſ- 


neſs and true Holineſs. Both theſe we are diſpoſed 
and prepared for by the regenetating Work of the 
Spirit of God, which at once mortifies every one 
of the corrupt Affections and ſinful Luſts that 
compoſe the Body. of Sin, and quickens the Sout 
by an inſpired Principle of Love and Obedience 
to God, What leſs than this can be meant by 
God's creating in a Man a clean Heart, Pſal. li. i o. 
N 5 Y i ws | y 


Diſcounſ on John iii. 5, 6. 


Exel. xxxvi. 26. by his creating us unto good Works, 
Eph. ii. 10. by bis directing the Heart into the 
Love of God, 2 Theſ. iii. 5. by bis inclining the 
Heart unto God*s Teſtimonies, Pſal. cxix. 36. by bis 
writing bis Law in the Hearts of Men, and pulting 
bis Fear into their inward Parts, Jer. xxxi. 33, and 
ch. xxxii. 40. upon each of which Scripture-Ex- 
preflions, beſides others that might be mentioned, 


we may form a diſtin plain Deſcription of the 


Work of Regeneration, or the renewing of the 
Holy Ghoft. (1.) When the Spirit of God rege- 
nerates a Perſon, he creates in him a clean Heart; 
i. e. he works his Heart to an ingenuous godly 
Sorrow for his Sins, and an habitual Averſion to 
whatever is Evil in the Sight of God, (2.) Rege- 
neration gives @ new Heart; an Heart oppoſite to 
the old Man with his Deeds; and ſo prepares a 


Man for a new Life, a Life of Devotedneſs and 


Obedience to God. (3.) The regenerating Spirit 
ſo works upon us as to create us unto good Works; 


i. e. he forms our Souls, as to an habitual Averſion 
to all ſinful Works, ſo to a fixed ſteady Diſpoſed- 


neſs for ſuch Works as are pleaſing and acceptable 


to God. He puts into our Souls an abiding ha- 


bitual Concern to pleaſe God in all Things. (A.) 


The renewing Work of God's Spirit inclines the 
Heart to God's Teſtimonies ; or, habitually diſpoſes 
a Man not only to embrace a Form of Godlineſs, 
but to ſerve God in ſuch an holy ſpiritual Manner 


as his Law requires. (5.) Regeneration writes God*s 


Law in the Heart; gives him not only ſome 
Knowledge of his Duty, but works in him Incli- 
nations, and Diſpoſitions, antwerable to the pure, 
ſtrict, ſpiritual Commands of the Law: ſo that 
the renewed Soul can ſay, To Will is preſent with 
me; and 1 delight in the Law of God; my Heart 


is reconclled to the pure ſpiritual Obedience that it 


requires, 


SR © 
by God's giving a new Heart, which he promiſes, 


* 

24 
9 
% 

e 
: 
14 
5 
1 


| © (- 3h 4 Diſcourſe on John! lll. 5, 6. 


requires, though how to perform, or thoroughly and 
perfectly do, that which is good I find not . (6,) 
Regeneration adirefts the Heart into the Love of God, 
a fincere prevailing Love to God ; and puts bis 
Fear, a filial Fear of God, into the Heart, What 
lainer Aſſertions can there be of infuſed Habits, or 
Principles of Grace, than theſe ? Yet while ſome 
ſoberly and gravely oppoſe this Doctrine, others 
laugh to hear a Man talk of ſuch infuſed Habits 
or Principles. But laughing and jeſting are diffe- 
rent things from arguing and proving. *Tis eaſier 
ſtrongly and boldly to deny this Doctrine, than to 
diſprove it. IF the Spirit of God, or God work- 
ing by his Spirit, is the ſole Agent in the Work 
of Regeneration, on which Account *tis called the 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, and the regenerate Per- 
ſon is often ſaid to be bofn or begotten of God; 
Ir the Will of Man has no active Intereſt or Con- 
cern in his being born again, John i. 13. Ir the 
People of God are made willing in the Day of his 
Power, P/al. cx. iii. Ir Man was created at firſt 
upright s or holy, and Regeneration re-enſtamps 
the holy Image of God on the Soul; IF the new 
Man is created after God in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs, and the Children of God are ſo wrought 
upon by him as to be created unto good Worts; Ir 
God expreſsly promiſes to put his Fear into the 
Hearts of Men, Cc. Ir the Corruption of Nature 
that the Scripture terms, our old Man, Fleſh, 8c. 
is not contracted by Imitation and Cuſtom in ſin- 
ning, but is à native hereditary Diſtemper; as is 


plain from Job xiv. 4. P/al. li 5. Eph. ii. 3. with 
many 


f Rom. vii. 18, 22. 

8 The Denial of /bis is a fundamental Miſtake. It leads to 
a Denial of Original Sin, and the Doctrine of infuſed Principles 
of Grace, which, as an eſſential Part of the true Doctrine of 
Regeneration, and Salvation by free ſoveraign Grace, I here 
offer ſome Proofs of. 


many other Scriptures; Ir all truly good Works 
are the Fruits of a good Principle wrought in the 
Soul, and Works done before the Grace of 
« Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are 
« not pleaſant to God, but have the Nature of 
« Sin,” as every Subſcriber of the Articles of the 
Church of England ſolemnly aſſerts ; theſe things 


being ſo, it plainly follows, that the Faith, Re- 


pentance, Love, Fear, Sc. which diſtinguiſh the 
true Servants of God from others, are not of the 
Nature of acquired, but infuſed Habits or Principles, 
To ſay, with a late Author h, that Virtue or Ho- 
<« lineſi muſt be the Effect of a Man's own Choice 
« and Endeavour; that by the right Uſe and Ap- 


« plication of his natural Powers, every Man 


«© may, and muſt, attain to an Habit of Religion 
« and Holineſs,” is altogether unwarranted by the 
Scripture. If Men are ſincerely willing to take 
their Sentiments from thence, inſtead of bending 
the Scripture to their own preconceived unproved 
Maxims, the foregoing Hints, one would think, 


might convince them, that ſuch is the evil Tem- 


per of Man ſince the Fall, that he is not duly dif- 
poſed for ſuch an Uſe and Application of his na- 
tural Powers, as may conduce to true Religion and 
his future final Happineſs, till he becomes renewed 
by the Spirit of God. How can a Repetition 
and Courſe of Works unpleaſant to God ', and 

B 2 evil 


h Mr F. Taylor in his Book afore-mentioned, in Oppoſition 
to which (as denying infuſed Principles of Grace, and as aſſerting 
a Power in every Man, to regenerate himſelf, or attain to an 
Habit of Holineſs) I juſt hint the above-mentioned Arguments, 
in Proof of the ſole Agency of the divine Spirit in Regeneration, 
(which implies a Paſſiveneſi of the Subject wrought upon) and 
the Doctrine of infuſed, or inſpired Principles of Grace. 

i I here ſuppoſe, Works done before Regeneration, or the 
Inſpiration of the holy Spirit, to be unpleaſant to God, and 
evil, &c. according to the 10th, 12th, 13th Articles of the 
Church of Eng/and. See a Proof of it in Jer. xxxi, 18, 19. 


2 Tim, 
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12 A Diſcourſe on John iii. 5, 6. 
_ evil in the Eye of the Law, produce a Principle 
of Love and Obedience to God; or work the 
Heart of a Sinner to an habitual Diſpoſedneſs for 
living, not only ſoberly, and righteoufly towards 
Men, but godly in the World ? — The Doctrine: 
of infuſed Habits, or Principles, is no ſcholaſtick 
ention as ſome inſinuate. There are expreſs 
Tres Teftimonies to it in the Writings of Au- 
.guſtin, and his immediate Followers, who were, 


| I think, conſiderably earlier than the Schoolmen, 


And I could eaſily point out Traces of it in ſeve- 
ral of the Ante- Auguſtinian Fathers, if it was need- 
ful. Every Miniſter of the Church of England is 
either a Believer of this Doctrine k, or he is infin- 
cere, or a meer Ignoramus in Matters of Divinity, 
not knowing what the Church ſays in it's eſtabliſh- 
ed Articles, or what he himſelf ſays to God in his 
cuſtomary formal Addreſſes. But what I mainly 
and indeed ſolely, build upon is the Scripture, which 
in the numerous Paſſages above cited, and others 
at hand, plainly and ſtrongly aſſerts this Doctrine. 
But to go on, 


3. The renewing Influence of the Spirit of God, 
like that of Water, is cleanſing and purifying. 
Sin is of the Nature of Filth and Corruption. It 
debaſes the Soul, pollutes the whole Man, and 
renders it as an unclean thing in the Sight of God; 
7, e. it indiſpoſes a Man for the ſerving of God in 
a due Manner, and greatly unfits him for Com- 

| : munion 


2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. wi. 5. Prov. xv. 8, 9. Fer. xxxii. 39. 
Rom. vi. 6. ch. vill. 7, 8, 9. 1 Pet. i. 2. 

& Dr Hammond was a Believer of it, as appears in his 
F xþoſition of Gal. vi. 15. lately republiſhed, - together with 
Biſhop Hephins's excellent Diſcourſe on Fobn iii. 5. with which 
I perfectly agree in Oppoſition to ſeveral Moderns, who ſeem to 
Pin their Faith partly on the Scriptures, and partly on the 
Fathers ; or as Dr W——d ſomewhere expreſſes it, Scripture 
interpreted by Primitive and Cathalic Tradition. 
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munion with God and his People. When there- 
fore the Spirit of God forms the Soul to an holy 
Temper and Diſpoſition, he is ſaid to create a 
clean Heart, to purify the Heart, to ſprinkle clean 
Water on a Man, to waſh him from bis Filtbineſs, 


&c. and this cleanſing Efficacy of the divine Spi- 


rit is exprefled in the Fext by a being born of 
Water, There is in the Text what we call an 
Hendiadis, which is when the ſame thing 1s expreſ- 
ſed by two different Words coupled together by 
the exegetical Particle, and. To be born, or be- 
gotten, of Water and the Spirit, is not to be both 


baptized and renewed ; but it is to be regenerated, 


or renewed, by the Soul-purifying Influence of the 
Spirit of God, often mentioned both in the Old 
and New Teſtament, — But there is a Difference 
of Opinions as to this, a being born of Water. 
Some take Bapti/m to be here alluded to. But 
that, I think, is uncertain, It does not appear 
that Nicodemus had ſubmitted to Jobn's Baptiſm. 


Conſequently he had no Regard for that, or any 


external Waſhings, but the legal and traditional 


ones of the Jews; which makes it probable that 


theſe, rather than the Baptiſm of Job» and Chriſt, 
were alluded to in the Text. It was as though 
our Lord had ſaid. You Phariſees are much 
„taken up with outward Waſhings, of divine 
* or human Appointment. The latter you are as 
„ fond of as of the former, and account it a con- 
«© fiderable Point of Religion to obſerve both. 
<6 But be not deceived : I whom you believe to 
«© be a Teacher ſent from God aſſure you, and 
deliver it as a moſt weighty important Truth, 
that nothing of this Kind can recommend you to 
««. God. No outward Forms or Rites of Man's 
«© deviſing, no external Obſervance of Forms and 
*© Rites of divine Appointment, can be of Advan- 
* tage to your Souls, or ſo purify your defiled 

«© Natures 
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«« Natures (the Filth of which you are ſtupidly and 
«« proudly inſenſible of) as to render you meet 
« tor the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 
« There is a ſpiritual cleanſing you muſt partake 
„ of, an Heart-purifyiog Work of the Spirit of 


4 God, anſwerable to ſuch Promiſes as thoſe. 1 


« will ſprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye ſpall 
« be clean: from all your Filthineſs, and from all 
« your Idols, will I cleanſe you. A new Heart alſo 
« will I give you, and a new Stirit will I put with- 
% in you; and I will take away the ſtony Heart out 
„ of your Fleſa, and I will give you an Heart of 
« Fleſh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
*« cauſe you to walk in my Statutes |, &c.“ Which 
Promiſes of God, ſignify to us our Need of ſpiri- 
tual Cleanſing, preſent us with a plain exact De- 
ſcription of the Spirit's regenerating Work, and 
further ſtrengthen the Doctrine of infuſed Habits, 
'or Principles of Love and Obedience to God. 
Without ſome Experience of ſuch a divine Work 


on our Souls, as correſponds to thoſe gracious Pro- 


miſes, our State is miſerable ow, and will be 
much more ſo hereafter. This our Lord, alluding 
to the Judaical Waſhings, ſignified to Nicodemus 
in the Text. By being born of Water and ihe 
Spirit, he means nothing leſs, nor more, than 
God's creating in a Man a clean Heart, and put- 
ting into him a right Spirit, thereby cauſing him 
to walk in the Ways of God with Perſeverance ; 
which ſpiritual Cleanſing the various preſcribed 
| Waſhings of the Law of Moſes were deſigned to 


teach them the Neceſſity of, and direct them to 


ſeek after an Experience of. But to leave this, I 
hope, 


Let me entreat thoſe who ſpeak ſo highly of the Dignity - 


of Virtue, the Merit of their own Works, the moral and ſpiri- 
tual Powers of human Nature ever fince the Fall, to enquire 
ſeriouſly, whether the Spirit of God has done for them what 


is anſwerable to ſuch Promiſes, and others of the ſame Import. 
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hope, not uſeleſs Digreſſion. — Many think that 
Baptiſm is not only alluded to, but directly ſpoken 
of, and meant in this Part of my Text. Except a 
Man be born of Water, They inſiſt upon it ſtre- 
nuouſly, that to be born of Water is to be baptized. 
Dr Lightfoot is much diſpleaſed with Calvin for 
contradicting this Interpretation, and underſtand- 
ing the Words of Spiritual Regeneration ſolely. 
However this latter Interpretation ſeems much ber- 
ter grounded than the other. That, how many 
ſoever have been fond of it, it will be no dif- 
ficult Matter to confute. This 1s certain that the 
Way of ſpeaking uſed in the Text does not abſo- 
lutely require it; ſince what we call erJ:2d's, a 
putting of different Words for expreſſing the ſame 
thing, is frequent in all Writings. An Inſtance of 
it in Matib. iii. 11. has been obſerved by many. 


There the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, don't ſignify both 


the Influences of the Holy Ghoſt, and an external 
Application of Fire to the Subjects ſpoken of (as 
ſome have fancied, from thence raking Occaſion 
to baptize with the Uſe of Fire as well as of Wa- 
ter) m; but, he ſhall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with Fire, 1s to this Purpoſe, he ſhall, 
or can, confer upon you the Gifts of the Spirit 
of God, the Influence of which reſembles Fire, as 
it is enlightning, warming, and purifying ; or, he 
ſhall vouchſafe to you, the Spirit of burning ſpoken 


of by the Prophet a. Whereas ſome refer this 


Paſſage to that moſt extraordinary Effuſion of the 


Holy Ghoſt in the Appearance of Fire, Ads ii. 
We are not, I think, obliged to reſtrain it to that. 


For 


m This was very antient, ſince *tis ſpoken of as the Practice 
of ſome Hereticks, in a Treatiſe of re- baptixing Hereticks, in 
Rigaltius's Edition of Cyprian. Quia Johannes dixit bapti- 
*© zandos nos Spiritu & igni, eo quod addiderit & igai, 
* quidam deſperati homines auſi ſunt pravitatem ſuam porri-? 
« pere.” pag. 142. "Je W 4 


— 
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For that Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt was peculiar 
to a few; but the Words of Jobn the Baptiſt ſeem 
to be of a larger Extent, and may be underſtood 
not as a Promiſe of what Chriſt would do, but 
rather as a Declaration of what he cold do, even 
for the Phariſees, Sadducees, and other Fews whom 
Jobn is there ſpeaking to. Verbs of the future Tenſe, 
are ſometimes put potentially, He hall baptize, 
i. e. he can baptize You, you Jews whom I now 
ſpeak to, ver. 7, 9. (among whom were none of 
the Diſciples mer rogether on the famous Day of 
Pentecoſt.) Even you my preſent Hearers he can, 
(and it you become his Followers he will) baptize 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire. As the en- 
lightning, warming, purifying Influences of the 
Spirit of Grace are compared to Fire; ſo the In- 
fluences of the ſame Spirit, as a Sanctifier and 
Comforter, are ſet forth by Water, and that often 
both in the Old and New Teſtament ; of which 
a few Inſtances may ſuffice, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. 
There God's ſprinkling clean Water upon his Peo- 
ple, and cleanſing them from all their Filibineſs, is 
equivalent with his giving them a new Heart, and - 
Putting within them a new Spirit; Expreſſions which 
there is no making any tolerable Senſe of, but on 
this Suppolition, that Sinners become regenerate 
and. new Creatures, not by the right Uſe and Ap- 
plication of their natural Powers, with ſuch a di- 
vine Help as is common to all; but they are re- 
generated by the holy Spirit's putting into them 
new ſupernatural Principles of divine Love and 
Obedience. Ja. xliv. 3. I will pour Water on 
« him that is thirſty, Wc. I will pour my Spirit 
*© upon thy Sced, &c.” What the Water is that 
God premiſes to pour forth, the latter Clauſe tells 
us. It is not the Water of Baptiſin (which ſome 


of the Antients ſuppoſed to be prophetically pointed 
| at 


1 . 
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at bere, and in Chap. i. 16% and Ezek. xxxvi. 25.) 
It is not the Water made uſe of for the legal Puri- 
fications, but it is the Water of ihe Spirit, or the { 
cleanſing Efficacy of the Spirit of Chriſt. So in 
Jobn iv. 10. the Spirit of Grace is ſignified by | 
living Water; and ver. 14. the quickning Principle 
that the Spirit of God inſpires into the Soul, is 
| 
| 
| 


called a Well of Water in a Man, ſpringing up into 
everlaſting Life. Eph. v. 26. Chriſt gave bimſelf 
for his Church, that' be might ant it, every 
Member of it, and, or, cleanſe it as with the waſh- 
ing of Water, by the Word: To which Purpoſe 
we may fairly interpret that controverted Text, 1 
Tit. ii. 5, 6. — According to his Mercy be ſaved us 4 
by the waſhing, ſome render it, bathe, or laver, of 
Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which, 
Holy Ghoſt, he bed, or poured out, on us abun- 
dantiy; where (1.) The Word, Regeneration, does 
not denote Baptiſm, as ſome ignorantly pretend. 
(2.) If Baptiſm is at all there ſpoken-of, *cis meant 
not by the Word Regeneration, with which the 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt is plainly equivalent, | 
but by the entire Phraſe, wwaſhing of Regeneration, | 
from which Phraſe, if intended to expreſs Baptiſm, | 
all that can be gathered is, that the Baptiſm inſt i- | 
tuted by Chriſt, is an external Sign and Symbol ö 
of ſpiritual Regeneration, or the renewing of the 4 
Spirit of God; conſequently *tis not Regeneration q 
| C itſelf, 


o Even Juſtin Martyr ſeems to apply this Text to Bapti/m 
for having given the Name of Regeneration to Baptiſin, and, in 
Support of that Way of ſpealcing, quoted John iii. 3, he then 
brings in this Text of 7/aiah, and ſome others, to ſhow, that 
true Penitents were, in Goſpel-Times, to obtain Remiſſion & 

Mater. He adds, that this Laver is called Illumination; refer- 
ring, I ſupppoſe, to Heb. vi. 4. (which, by the Way, proves 


» 
2 .* 
. 5 


ome he knew and received as Canonical, the Epiſtle to the He- 
ated brews) and that the Demons having heard this awafeing 
publiſhed by the Prophet, took Occaſion from thence to intro- 


duce certain Waſhings and Purifications among their blind Vo- 
Urs, . 94: 95+ 


— 
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itſelf, or any eſſential Part of it, as it muſt needs 


be if ſpoken of in my Text; where a being born of 


Water and the Spirit, plainly anſwers to the being 
born again aforementioned, But, (3.) probably 
Baptiſm as an appointed Sign of Regeneration, or 


ſpiritual Renovation, is bur alluded to, where the 


Apoſtle mentions, as eſſentially belonging to our 
Salvation, the waſhing of Regeneration, Baptiſm 
being by God's Appointment an outward Sign of 
the Bleſſing of Regeneration, in Alluſion thereto, as 
ſuch, the Apoſtle aſcribes waſhing or cleanſing to 
Regeneration itſelf. Waſhing of Regeneration is the 
fame Way of ſpeaking, as when we ſay, the Grace 
of Repentance, the Bleſſing of Forgiveneſs, &c. 
Regeneration, or Renovation, ſeems to be the 
waſhing itſelf ſpoken of, and this being denomina- 
ted from the Holy Ghoſt as the Author of it, the 
Apoſtle adds, which, &c. i. e- which Holy Ghoſt 
in regard to his waſhing, or Soul-purifying In- 
fAluence, be ſhed on us, &c. Since now the Spirit 
is ſo oft compared to Water, and his renewing the 
Souls of Men, is expreſſed by his waſhing them, 
making them clean, &c. what need is there to 
underſtand the Text of the Baptiſmal Water, which 
probably was not chiefly, it at all, alluded to? 
Why muſt we not underſtand it rather of the Va- 
ter of the Spirit, the Water that God has promiſed 
to pour forth, and that he does ſhed in Regenera- 
tion? Eſpecially will this Interpretation appear 
Juſt, if it be added, that in Caſe the Text ſpeaks 
of Baptiſm, this external Appointment will! be as 
abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary, as the re- 
newing of the Spirit itſelf. But will any ſerious 
thinking Perſon dare to aſſert this? None of the 
pious Antients ? ever aſſerted, or can he reaſonably 


ſuppoſed 


p Several of them, as Cyprian, Chryſoſftom, &c. ſtrongly ex- 
preſs ſometimes the abſolute Neceſſit of the outward es 
Ke wit 
* 


r 


— 
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ſuppoſed to have really and deliberately intended 
thus much. Tis not a bare Want, but a willful 
Neglect and Contempt of the Sacraments, as di- 
vine Ordinances, that is damning; as Auguſtin 4, 
in his later Writings againſt the Donatiſts, and 
from him Bernard with the Schoolmen expreſsly 
aſſert, But if the Text muſt be interpreted of the 
Baptiſmal Water, more will follow from ſuch an 
Interpretation than many Aſſerters of it deſign to 
gather from hence; namely, the equal, abſolute, 
indiſpenſible Neceſſity of the outward Baptiſm and 
ſpiritual Renovation. For our Lord does not here 
ſay, A being born of Water will not do without a 
being born of, or begotten. by, the Spirit; or, 
Except a Man be born of Water when Water can 
be had, but whatever a being born of Water means, 
if *tis diſtin& from the other, *tis evidently inſiſted 


on as equally requiſite, Except a Man be born of 
| C 2 


Water 


with ſpiritual Renovation : But ſince ſeveral were allowed to 
put off their Bapti/m to a little before their Death; and ſome 
of the Fathers expreſsly place Valentinian, the orthodox Empe- 
ror, in Heaven, tho' he happened to die unbaptized; and they 
allow Martyrdom, or a Defire of Baptiſm, without an Oppor- 
tunity of receiving it, in ſome Caſes to ſupply the Want of the 
outward Ordinance ; this makes it plain that they did not look 
on the outward Baptiſm, as equally neceſſary with ſpiritual 
Regeneration ; and what they ſometimes ſpeak that Way, 
really means no more than that, in their Opinion, God did 
not ordinarily ſuffer thoſe whom he intended to ſave, to leave 
the World unbaptized ; and Baptiſm was to be embraced as 
an appointed Seal of Remiſſion to Infants, and ſuch grown 
Perſons as were ſincere Believers. | 

q © Invenio non tantum paſſionem pro nomine Chriſti jd 
* quod ex Baptiſmo deerat poſſe ſupplere, ſed etiam fidem 
«« Converfionemque cordis, fi forte ad celebrandum myſterium 
«« Baptiſmi in anguſtiis temporum ſuccurri non poteſt. De 
Bapt. cont. Donat. I. 4. ch. 22. Where he inſtances in the 
penitent Tie, who was ſaved without Baptiſm, in Cornelius, 
and others, on whom the Holy Ghoſt fell antecedently to 
their being baptized, to prove that Faith and a Converfion of 
the Heart, may be ſufficient without the external Baptiſm. _ 


* 
— — 
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. Water and the Spirit * be cannot, &c. This then I 
1 now proceed to, e 


II. The Neceſſity of the New Birth; here de- 
ſcribed by a being born of Water and the Spirit. 
Except a Man, &c. the Propoſition is univerſal, 
and aſſerts the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of the ſpiri- 
tual Renovation of every one of Mankind. Let a 
Man be what he will in Regard to natural En- 
dowments, acquired Abilities, external Church 
Privileges, or high Conceits of himſelf, and Eſteem 
with others; without fuch a renewing Work as 
has been imperfectly deſcribed, he is loſt for ever. 
Here I might ſhow, What is meant by the King- 
dom of God, and how many diſtinct Truths are 
comprehended in the ſolemn earneſt Affirmation of 
the Text. — By the Kingdom of God ſome under- 
| ſtand the viſible Church, as it was to ſubſiſt in 
| Goſpel-Times, or the Goſpel-State of the Church, 
| together with the Kingdom of Glory ; and they 
would make out from the Text thus much, that 
Bajtiſm is requiſite to Church- Memberſhip, and 
ſpiritual Regeneration to future Blefſedneſs. This 
Expoſition is no Way unſafe : The Matter of it 
is true, but more as I apprehend than the Truth 
of the Text; the firſt Clauſe of which relates 
folely to Hiritual Renovation, and the next Words 
to what Divines call the Kingdom of Grace, or the 
Kingdom of Glory. When in the Goſpels, we read 
to this Purpoſe, * the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
% Hand,” or * the Kingdom of God draweth 
* nigh ;” there the Kingdom ſpoken of is the 
| Goſel Church, or the Evangelical Church: State 
| that the Miniſtry of John and Chriſt were to uſher 
| Tn. But in the Text, with fome other Places, ſuch 
a Conſtruction of the Phraſe, Kingdom of God, can 
hardly 


r The Antients generally, many of them at leaſt, quote the 
| Words thus, Except à Man be born again of Water, &c. 
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bardly be admitted, unleſs we interpret the Words 


before us to this Senſe; Except a Man be renewed 


by the Spirit, he has no Right, or Claim, to the 
ſpecial Ordinances of the Church : He 1s not fit to 
be a Member of any particular Goſpel-Church : 
The manifeſtly Unregenerate are no Way qualified 
for Communion with God's People in all Goſpel- 
Ordinances. This is a Truth deducible from ma- 
ny Texts. The primitive Churches were made 
up of viſible Saints. The Members of them were 
ſuch as could, and did, walk together in the Fear 
of the Lord f. The Apoſtle wrote to the Churches 
of Rome, Corinth, Philippi, Theſſalonica, &c. as 
being each of them a Company of Saints. The 
Generality of them were truly ſuch, and ſo would 
be the major Part of Church-Members, in every 
Age and Place, was not the inſtituted Diſcipline 
of Chriſt diſregarded and forgotten by moſt. But 


though Regeneration is a requiſite Qualification for 


complete Church-Memberſhip, and nothing leſs 
than ſome promiſing Appearances of it can war- 
rant the Admiſſion of any, to a partaking of all 
Church-Privileges ; I would not chuſe to argue this 
from the Text, which may rather be underſtood of 


what we cal] the Kingdom of Grace and the Kingdom 


of Glory, ſo as to contain in it, and teach us, the 
following Truths. 

1. While «nregenerate we are not, cannot be, 
the loyal, faithful Subjects of Chriſt :; but we be- 
long to the Kingdom of Satan, till renewing Grace 
delivers us from that Power of . Darkneſs, and 
tranſlates us into the Kingdom of God's dear Son 
(that Kingdom of his which conſiſts of a People 


made willing in the Day of his Power), Col. i. 13. 
5 2. If 


Ad. ix. 31. | 
t © Niſi quis aſcitur ex aqua  Spiritu, non ibit in reg- 


« num DE], i. e. non erit ſanctus.“ Teriul. de Anima. 


* 
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2, If we are not regenerate, we have no goo 
Reaſohi to believe that our Sins are pardoned Fnei- 


ther have we any preſent pleadable Intereſt in the 
ſpecial ſaving Benefits of the Covenant of Grace, 


ſuch as a Title io Heaven, a good Hope through 
Grace, &c, e 
3. If we are not born from above, we are liable 


to an endleſs Separation from the comforting Pre- 


ſence of the ever-blefied God, and muſt be for 
ever ſhut out from the Enjoyments, Society, and 
Buſineſs of the heavenly World ; which the re- 
newing Operations of the divine Spirit are indeed 
abſolutely neceſſary to meeten and qualify us for. 
What ſhould an unregenerate Sinner do in Hea-. 
ven? With what Complacency could he always 
abide there? The Bulineſs, the Company, the 


Enjoy ments of that World, would be no way a- 


greeable and entertaining to ſuch an one. For 


'tbey who are after the Fleſh, or unrenewed, do 


mind the things of the Fleſh", They reliſh, are 
pleaſed with, taſte a Sweetneſs in, ſuch good 
Things as the preſent World affordeth ; but the 
ſpiritually minded, diſreliſh the Pleaſures of Sin, 
and prefer thoſe of Religion and Communion with 
God; They follow after Righteouſneſs ; moderate 
their Love to every thing of this World ; hunger 
and thirſt after Chriſt ; and theſe only can delibe- 
rately chooſe ſuch a State of finleſs Purity, and 
ſuch an endleſs Lite of holy, and bleſſed, Commu- 
nion with God and his Saints, as Heaven is to be. 
It could not therefore comport with the Juſtice, or 
Helineſs, or Wiſdom of God, to admit the unrege- 
nerate into his heavenly Kingdom; the Privileges 


and Exerciſes of which ought to be inſeparable ; 


and none are in a due Preparedneſs for either, but 


ſuch as are renewed by the Spirit of God. From 


FA > - whence 
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whence this is, will further appear when we have 


ſpoken to the $65.5 


ITId General Head. Our Lord having aſſerted 
the abſolute indiſpenſible Neceſſity of ſpiritual Re- 
novation, ver. 5, he adds, (to account for the true 
Ground of ſuch a Neceſſity) That which is born, 
or begotten, of the Fleſh is Fleſh ; and that which is 
born, or begotten, of the Spirit is Spirit. Where 


obſerve, 


1. Our Lord oppoſes Fleſh and Spirit to each 


other, which Oppoſition we often meet with; fo 
that whatever is meant by ibeſe two, they denote 
things oppoſite. 


2, Our Lord ſpeaks here of a twofold Birth, 
The Term Regeneration implies as much; and in 
the Text-the two Births are diſtinctly mentioned. 


3. The former of theſe two Births is ſpoken, of 


as not only prior to the other, but as what renders 
the other abſolutely neceſſary. Becauſe bat which 
is born of the Fleſh is Fleſb, or carnal, therefore we 


muſt be born of the Spirit, and ſo made ſpiritual, 


or fit ſuitable Subjects for poſſeſſing the Privileges 


of the Kingdom of God aforementioned, 


* 4. If the latter of theſe two Births is conſequent 
on, and made neceſſary by, the former; it follows 
that a being born Fleſb is a being born corrupt and 
ſinful, a coming into the World fallen degenerate 


Creatures. For as a Neceſſity of cleanſing evi- 
dently ſuppoſes Filih, ſo the Neceſſity of being in- 
wardly renewed by the Spirit of God, no leſs pre- 


ſuppoſes Degeneracy, and ſinful Corruption. 


Tis 


granted that the Uſe made of this Term HFleſb is 


various and manifold. Having taken ſome Pains 


to trace out the ſeveral Significations of it, it ap- 
Prars that it is put, (i.) For the entire Animal 


Body, P/al. Ixiii. 1. Pſal. xvi. 9. (2.) For The 


whole Man, Neb. v. g. Eccleſ. v. 6. Joh. i. 14. 


(3.) For 


4 
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(3.) For what is frail and mortal as ſuch, Ja. 
xxxi. 3. 2 Cor. x. 3. (4.) For living Creatures 
of all Kinds, Gen. vi. 13, 17, 19. Numb. xvi. 22. 


ch. xxvii. 16. — (5.) For Mankind in general, 


Deut. v. 26. Ja. xl. 5. ch. xlix. 26. (6.) For 
Creatures of every Kind, as diſtinguiſhed from the 
great God himſelf, that moſt pure perfect Spirit, 
Job. xvii. 2. (7.) For Mankind as frail and im- 
Potent, Jer. xvii. 5. — (8.) For Man as corrupt; 
or the corrupt Principle in Man, often oppoſed 
to the Spirit of God, or the Principle of Grace 
inwroaght by him. In this Senſe we read of Lufts 
of the Fleſh, Eph. ii. 3. Gal. v. 16, 24. and 


Works of the Fleſh, Gal. v. 19. This laſt Senſe of 4 


the Word is obvious, when we are required to 
make no Proviſion for the Fleſb, Rom. xiii. 14. 
when we are forbidden to live after the Fleſb, Rom. 
viii. 12, 13. when true Chriſtians are deſcribed as 
walking not after the Fleſb, but after the Spirit, 
Rom. viii. 1. and wherever, the Fleſb, ſtands op- 
poſed to the ſanctify ing Spirit, or the inwrought 
Principle of holy Obedience; which taking it's 
Name from it's great Author, is called Spirit. 
This then is the plain, undeniable Meaning of the 
Text. That which is born, or begotten, of a cor- 


rupt degenerate Parent, is like it's Parent corrupt. | 


and degenerate z and that which is born of the Spirit 
is Spirit, What can be meant by Fleſb, as in the 
former Part of the Text oppoled to the divine Spi- 
rit, and his gracious. Work on the Soul, but a cor- 
rupt ſinful Nature propagated, from one to another 


of the Poſterity of Adam by natural Generation? 


Whatever, or whoever, is born of Mankind ſince 
the Fall, it is denominated Fleſb; and that Fleſh. 
is here put not for ſinlefs Frailty, but ſinful Corrup- 
tion, we gather from hence, that it is oppoſed to 
the Spirit of Grace. Mankind ſince the Fall are 


indeed by Nature frail and mortal; but was not 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt himſelf born in ſuch a State no leſs than the 
reſt of Adam's Poſterity? Yet our Lord, though 


Fleſh in that Senſe, had no need of the renewing 
Operations of the Spirit. He was born, though 
mortal or liable to Death, perfectly ſinleſs or holy. 
The renewing of the Holy Ghoſt is indeed made 
neceſſary, not by any kind of ſinleſs Infirmities, 
which it muſt be granted are ſometimes meant by 


Fleſh, but by that ſinful Corruption of Nature 


which we derive originally from Adam : This is 
often called Fleſb: This alone is oppoſite to the 
Spirit of Grace: This, I confidently aver, muſt 


be the Senſe of the Word, whenever we find it 
2 oppoſed to the ſanctifying renewing Spirit as ſuch : 


T hus therefore we are bound to underſtand it in the 
Text, — Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or 
Figs of Thiſtles? Can a corrupt poiſoned Spring 
ſend forth pure wholeſome Streams? Is a Lamb 
ever born of a Lion? Who then can bring a clean 
Thing out of an unclean? Not one. Our Lord 


indeed was born of à Parent defiled with Sin, and 


yet was perfectly undefiled in himſelf : But then 
his Birth was abſolutely ſupernatural : That which is 


born of the Fl:ſh, in a natural and ordinary Way, 


muſt be Fl; as, on the other nand, that which 


 % ts born of the Spirit of God mult be Spirit, i. e. ſpi- 


ritual. | | 
This Text has been often quoted in Proof of the 


original Corruption of Mankind fince the Fall: 


And *tis as expreſs to that Purpoſe as Words can 
well be. If you would know how the former 
Part of this ſixth Verſe is interpreted, or rather 
perverted, to make it conſiſt with a Denial 'of 
Original Sin, I will tell you from a Writer * among 
ourſelves, who, after ſeveral other reſolved Deniers 
of the Doctrine of Original Sin, pretends, that 20 

5 be 


„Mr John Taylor of Norwich ; fee pag. 144, of his late 
Book of Original Sin. P99 
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be born of the Fleſh, is to be born of a Woman by 


natural Deſcent and Propagation ; and to be Fleſh 


of Fleſh, according to him, is to be a Man con- 
ſiſting of Body and Soul, or the mere Conſtitution 
and Powers of a Man in their natural State, But 
does not this look like an offering Violence to a 
plain Text, and ſhutting one's Eyes againſt clear 


Scripture-Light ? The Queſtion is, Whether Flefþ 


is not oppoſed to Spirit in this Verſe, as well as 
often elſewhere? Whether it is not the ſanct ify ing 
renewing Spirit that is ſpoken of, in the latter 
Clauſe of the Verſe, together with the good Prin- 
ciple in every regenerate Perſon, that from the 
Spirit it's Author is denominated Spirit, or deno- 
minates the Subject of it Hpiritual? Whether any 
Thing but ſinful Corruption, or what is ſinfully 
corrupt, is in the Nature of it, as ſuch, oppoſite 
to the Spirit of God? If theſe Things be ſo, and 


. this 6th Verſe was brought in for a Proof of the ab- 


ſolute Neceſſity of a being born of the Spirit, or 


| renewed by the Spirit of God; and if wherever 


Fleſh is oppoſed to the Spirit of Grace, as it is in 
ſeveral other Texts beſides this, it always implies 
ſinful Corruption in it; if ſo, it ſeems abundantly 
evident, that to be born Fi:/h of Fleſh, is to be the 


corrupt degenerate Offspring of corrupt degenerate 


Parents, ſo as to have need of the renewing Influ- 
ences of the Spirit of God, on that Account, even 
from our Infancy and Birth. Let me have leave 
to make this Propoſal. If the Gentlemen who op- 
poſe the Doctrine of Original Sin can prove, either 


that the Spirit of God, as a Sanctifier, is not ſpoken 


of in the latter Clauſe of this Verſe; or that the 
Fl: ſpoken of in the former is not oppoſed to 
the ſanRiifying Spirit of God; or that the Nature 
of Man is oppoſite thereto, any otherwiſe than as 
ſinful and corrupt; let them give us a Specimen 
of their Abilities in this Reſpect: But if nothing of 


all 


Z „ R 
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all this is proveable by any of them, let them fair- 


ly yield to Scripture- Evidence, 8 for once 
$ 


the Sincerity they ſo loudly profeſs, and join with 
us in acknowledging the Truth of original Corrup- 
tion, as plainly atteſted in, and by, theſe Words 
of Chriſt, That which is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh ; 
and, &c. — for certainly diſcovering the true Senſe 
of which Text, pleaſe to compare it with the fol- 
lowing Paſlages of Scripture. Rom. vili. 1. There 
« is no Condemnation to them — who walk not 
c after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit.” Ver. 5. 
«« They who are after the Fleſh do mind the 
« Things of the Fleſh ; but they who are after 
the Spirit, the Things of the Spirit.” Ver. 6. 
<< To be carnally minded is Death; but to be ſpi- 
« ritually minded, c.“ Ver. 8, 9. They who 
are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God: But ye are 
«© not in the Fleſh, but in the Spirit.” Ver. 13. 
« Tf ye live after the Fleſh ye ſhall die; but if ye 
« through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the 
«© Body,” (where he means not the natural Body, 


* 


as ſuch, but the Body of Sin ſpoken of Rom. 


vi. 6. and the Body of Death, ch. vii. 24.) Gal, 
v. 16, 17. Walk 1a the Spirit and ye ſhall not 
<« fulfil the Luſt of the Fleſh. For the Fleſh luſt- 


" eth againſt the Spirit, — and theſe are contrary 


ce the one to the other.” Ver. 19, 22. The 
« Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt - But the Fruit 
of the Spirit,“ — Yer. 24, 23. They who 
in the Spirit, Sc.“ In all which Scriptures, 
the Fleſb and the Spirit are put in the ſame Oppo- 
ſition to each other, as the old Man and the new 
Man, Eph. iv. 22, 24, Now with the Help of 


ſuch Paſſages as theſe, we eaſily diſcern the true 


Meaning of the Text. If to walk, or live, after 
the Fleſh, as it is oppoſed to a walking, or living, 
after the Spirit, is to live agreeably to the ſinful 

. Inclinations 


- 


are Chriſt's have crucified the Fleſh, —If we live 
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Inclinations of corrupt Nature, inſtead of heark- 
ning to the Dictates of the Spirit of God, and the 
good Diſpoſitions of the new Creature: IF to be in 
the Fleſh, as it ſtands oppoſed to a being in the 
Sirit, is, to be in an unregenerate State, or under 
the Power of Sin, the Dominion of corrupt Nature, 
inſtead of having this old Man crucified with 
Chriſt : If the Fl: and the Spirit are two contra- 
ry Principles, which counter- act each other in eve- 
ry truly good Perſon, (he being while in this 


World renewed but imperfectly) and hinder even 
the beſt from doing what they would do: If the 


Works of the Fleſh, and the Luſts of the Fleſh, are 


oppoſed to the Spirit, the Fruits of the Spirit : If 1 


ſo, why muſt to be born of the Fleſb ſignify no 
more than o be born of a Woman as ſuch, and to 
be Fleſb, no more than to be a Man conſiſting of 
a Soul and a Body? If Adam had not ſinned, and 
had tranſmitted original Righteouſneſs, (which I 
have elſewhere given a Proof of) to his Deſcen- 
dants ; in that Caſe, every one of the Deſcendants 
of Adam would have been born of a Woman by 
natural Deſcent and Propagation, and would have 
been a Man, &c. but without having any Neceſ- 
ſity of a being born of the Spirit, or renewed by 
the Holy Ghoſt. Since then the Deſign of this 
Sixth Verſe was to confirm the Neceſſity of a ſpi- 
ritual Renovation, and a being born of the Fleſh is 
oppoſed to a being born of the Spirit, and a being 


born Fleſb is oppoſed to a being born Spirit; Our 


Lord ſeems here plainly to teach the common 
Doctrine of Original Sin, how unwilling ſoever 
ſome are to receive, and [erioufly apply to them- 
| ſelves, this plain Scripture-Truth. — Since then 
corrupt Nature is called Feb, and to be born 


Fleſh, is to come into the World Sinners. I would 


briefly ſhow, 


Firſt, 


tl 
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| the | Firſt, What that Corruption of Nature is which 
be - the Scripture terms Flad? And, 

3 tbe FL be 

nder Secondly, Why is it called by this Name? 
ture, 

with Firſt, What is that Corruption of Nature which 


ntra- the Scripture terms Fleſb, both in the Text and 
many other Places? There are two Branches of it. 
A want of original Righteouſneſs, and a natural 
= Propenſity to Sin. Ve. * Bo 

I. There is a want of original Righteouſneſs. God 
made Man upright, or righteous, in the Begin- 
ning. Principles of Reaſon and Holineſs were 
connatural to the Soul of Man at firſt, He was 
inſpired as with a Principle of Self- Love, ſo with 
a Principle of Love and Obedience to his Kind 
Maker. But when Man, being deceived, pre- 
ſumed to tranſgreſs, he inſtantly became an ungodly 
Perſon : he loſt his original Rectitude; and in this 


as many are Strangers to a Principle of divine 
Love, the Queſtion may be, How long have 


they been without it? To which I reply, Ever 


ſince they were born, and firſt became the Off- 
& ſpring of Adam, on Account of whoſe original 


born, and created, without original Righteouſneſs. 

2. With this Want of the original Righteouſneſs 
of Man there is, in corrupt Nature, a natural 
Propenſity to Sin, This is inſeparable from the 
other. If Man is born, and grows up in the 


and grows up propenſe to Sin; which includes 
theſe two Things, an Averſion to what is Good, 


God. (1.) We are naturally averſe to what is 
Good in the Eye of the Law of God, In me, ſaid 
5 — the 


v 


State every one of Mankind is now born, Where- 


& Tranſgreflion, we, with his other Deſcendants, are- 


% „* 
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World, without original Righteouſneſs, he is born 


and an Inclination to what is Evil, in the Sight of 


— — = 
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the Apoſtle, hat is, in my Fleſh, there dwelleth no 
good Thing *, Corrupt Nature is an Enemy to the 
holy ſpiritual Law of God. For the varnal 
« Mind is Enmity againſt him v.“ It does not, 
it will not, it cannot, while unrenewed, ſubmit to 
his holy, juſt, and good Law; ſo that * they 
© who are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God.” For 
want of that Principle of divine Love, which was 
rooted in the human Nature at firſt, and loſt by 
the Fall, they are indiſpoſed for ſuch an Obedience 
as the Law requires, and as the natural Relations 
between God and his Creature Man indiſpenſably 
oblige to: They labour under a moral and ſpiritual 
Inability to chuſe and do the things that pleaſe 
God. The Tractableneſs of Diſpoſition diſcover- 
able in ſome Children more than in others; the 
moral Virtues of the Heathen; the Amiableneſs of 
' Temper and Behaviour, in ſeveral Inſtances, that 
ſome attain to, and may be noted for, though 
Strangers to the renewing Grace of God, are no 
Proofs of the contrary to what I have aſſerted 
ſince ſuch Virtues, Tractableneſs, Amiableneſs of 
Converſation, may evidently conſiſt with a Want 
of that ſincere prevailing Love to God, which ha- 


bitually diſpoſes the Subject of it, to mourn for his 
Sins as diſpleaſing God; to obſerve, loath, and 


bewail the ſecret corrupt Workings of his Mind 
and Heart; to hunger and thirſt after a nearer 
Conformity to Chriſt, and a compleater, a per- 
fect ſinleſs, Obedience to the divine Will. (2.) As 
we are naturally averſe to what is good, ſo prone 
and inclinable to what is evil in the Sight of God. 
Pſal lviii. 2. The wicked are eſtranged from the 
Womb, they go aſtray as ſoon as they are born ſpeak- 
ing lyes. Is not this verified in young Children, 
who are ready of themſelves to run into evil 
Ways, 


x Rom. vu. 18. „Rom. viii. 7. 
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Ways, but are with Difficulty brought to learn and 
practiſe what is good; who do not ſooner appear 
rational than a corrupt evil Diſpoſition begins to 
exert and diſcover itſelf ; who as ſoon as they can 
ſpeak at all are ready and forward to ſpeak Lyes ? 
The ſame corrupt finful Diſpoſition, as found and 
diſcovering itſelf in every one of Mankind, from 
his earlieſt Childhood, and thereby proving the 
original univerſal Corruption of human Nature 
ſince the Fall, is witneſſed to in Gen. viii. 21, 
P/al. xiv. 3. Prov. xxii. 15. Which with many 


| other Scriptures, might be explained and vindica- 
= red as fully expreſſing the Doctrine of original 
Corruption: And this, I will do, when a fit Op- 


portunity preſents, if God permits. — Now does 
not this confirm the abſolute Neceſſity of Regene- 
ration, which re-inftamps the Image of God on the 
Soul, reſtores it to it's primitive Purity in ſome 
Meaſure, and inſpires a Man with ſuch a facred 
Principle as forms him averſe to what is evil, and 
inclinable to what is good, in the Sight of God? 
Is not ſuch a Change as needful for s as it was for 
Nicodemus, or as it is for any others? Is it nor 
what you Parents ſhould deſire an Experience'of 


in yourſelves, and what you ſhould earneſtly re- 
*gqueſt for your young tender Offspring? -Unto you, 


and me, and all others who hear and read the 


4 Word, it ſays, Te muſt be born again. A partial 


Reformation will not do: A being baptized and. 
brought up under the Goſpel, will not ſerve our 
Turn: A being Church-Members, and ſtatedly 
partaking of all Ordinances, will not ſuffice: A 
being endued with preaching and praying Gifts, 
will fave none, without ſach a renewing of our 
Souls, as has been deſcribed, and, as corrupt Na- 
ture is in the Text oppoſed to under the Cha- 
racter of Feb. Let us enquire therefore, 


 _ - Secondly, 
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the Apoſtle, bat is, in my Fleſh, there dwelleth no 
good Thing *, Corrupt Nature is an Enemy to the 
holy ſpiritual Law of God. For the carnal 
« Mind is Enmity againſt him.“ It does not, 
it will not, 1t cannot, while unrenewed, ſubmit to 
his holy, juſt, and good Law; ſo that they 
* who are in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God.“ For 
want of that Principle of divine Love, which was 
rooted in the human Nature at firſt, and loſt by 
the Fall, they are indiſpoſed for ſuch an Obedience 
as the Law requires, and as the natural Relations 
between God and his Creature Man indiſpenſably 
oblige to: They labour under a moral and ſpiritual 
Inability to chuſe and do the things that pleaſe 
God. The Tractableneſs of Diſpoſition diſcover- 
able in ſome Children more than in others; the 
moral Virtues of the Heathen ; the Amiableneſs of 
' Temper and Behaviour, in ſeveral Inſtances, that 
ſome attain to, and may be noted for, though 
Strangers to the renewing Grace of God, are no 
Proofs of the contrary to what I have aſſerted ; 
ſince ſuch Virtues, Tractableneſs, Amiableneſs of 
Converſation, may evidently conſiſt with a Want 
of that ſincere prevailing Love to God, which ha- 


bitually diſpoſes the Subject of it, to mourn for his 


Sins as diſpleaſing God; to obſerve, loath, and | 


bewail the ſecret corrupt Workings of his Mind 
and Heart; to hunger and thirſt after a nearer 
Conformity to Chriſt, and a compleater, a per- 
fect ſinleſs, Obedience to the divine Will. (2.) As 
we are naturally averſe to what is good, ſo prone 
and inclinable to what is evil in the Sight of God, 
Pſal lviii. 2. The wicked are eſtranged from the 
Womb, they go aſtray as ſoon as they are born ſpeak- 
ing lyes. Is not this verified in young Children, 
who are ready of themſelves to run into evil 


Ways, 


x Rom. vii. 18. y Rom. viii. 7. 
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Ways, but are with Difficulty brought to learn and 
practiſe what is good; who do not ſooner appear 
f rational than a corrupt evil Diſpoſition begins to 
| exert and diſcover itſelf ; who as ſoon as they can 
, ſpeak at all are ready and forward to ſpeak Lyes ? 
e The ſame corrupt ſinful Diſpoſition, as found and 
/ diſcovering itſelf in every one of Mankind, from 
r his earlieſt Childhood, and thereby proving the 
original univerſal Corruption of human Nature 
ſince the Fall, is witneſſed to in Gen. viii. 27. 
P/al. xiv. 3. Prov. xxii. 15. Which with many 
Other Scriptures, might be explained and vindica- 
= red as fully expreſſing the Doctrine of original 
Corruption: And this, I will do, when a fit Op- 
F portunity preſents, if God permits. — Now does 
not this confirm the abſolute Neceſſity of Regene- 
ration, which re-inftamps the Image of God on the 
Soul, reſtores it to it's primitive Purity in ſome 
Meaſure, and inſpires a Man with ſuch a facred 
Principle as forms him averſe to what is evil, and 
inclinable to what is good, in the Sight of God ? 
Is not ſuch a Change as needful for #5 as it was for 
Nicodemus, or as it is for any others? Is it nor 
what you Parents ſhould deſire an Experience'of 
in yourſelves, and what you ſhould earneſtly re- 
"queſt for your young tender Offspring ? -Unto you, 
and me, and all others who hear and read the 
Word, it ſays, Ze muſt be born again. A partial 
Reformation will not do: A being baptized and 
brought up under the Goſpel, will not ſerve our 
Turn: A being Church-Members, and ſtatedly 
partaking of all Ordinances, will not ſuffice: A 
being endued with , preaching and praying Gifts, 
will fave none, without ſuch a renewing of our 
Souls, as has been deſcribed, and, as corrupt Na- 
ture is in the Text oppoſed to under the Cha- 
racter of Feſb. Let us enquire therefore, 


a * 
i rs. | Secondly, 
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Secondly, Why is corrupt Nature called by this 
Name? I anſwer Negatively, not becauſe it con- 
fines itſelf to the Body, For *tis a Corruption of 
our whole Nature, and 1s therefore called our old 
Man *. Again, This Name is not given to cor- 
rupt Nature, as though it conſiſted meerly in a 
Repugnance of the ſenſual Appetite, to Reaſon. 
Such a Conflict between Reaſon and Appetite, ſome 

Jay, was not wanting to innocent Man. God 
therefore ſuperadded to the - eſſential Powers of 

- human Nature a Principle of Righteouſneſs, or 
Holineſs, for curbing the unruly ſenſitive Appe- 
tites, and enabling Man the more eaſily to hold 
them in a full Subjection to the Dictates of Rea- 
ſon. But though we grant that Senſe and Appetite 
are not duly ſubordinate to Reaſon in Man fallen; 
we firmly believe they were ſo in Man innocent, 
and we earneſtly proteſt againſt placing the Cor- 
ruption of human Nature wholly, or principally, 
in this, the Rebellion of our ſenſual Appetites 
againſt Reaſon. — Again, Corrupt Nature 1s called 
Fleſh, not becauſe it 1s properly, or primarily, 
ſeated in the Body. For as the Body without the 
Spirit is dead, ſo without the Soul it cannot Sin. 
Original Righteouſneſs was, and original Cor- 

, ruption is, ſeated primarily in the Soul. If Sin or 

corrupt Nature reigns in our mortal Bodies, and | 

7 the Members of theſe are Inſtruments of unrighte- 

ouſneſs, 1t is becauſe our mortal Bodies being 
united with ſinful depraved Souls, the ſinful Pro- 
penſities of our Souls diſcover themſelves, - and 
are executed, by the Members of the Body. The m. 
Soul as averſe to what is Good and propenſe to ful 
what is Evil, engages it's Body in many acts of ſh. 

Sin, and hinders it from acting as it ſhould do in | arg 

the Service of God. But ſome here will object. cre 


O. | a 
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O5. If the Corruption of Nature which our 
Text calls Fleſb, is not confined to the Body, but 
is primarily and properly ſeated in the Soul, how 
comes the Soul to be corrupt? Is it made ſo by 
Creation? Or does it become ſo by it's Union 
with the Body? Or is it propagated and derived, 
as the Body is, and by that means corrupted. 

R. 1. It is not corrupted by being created: For 
God's act of Creating could not corrupt the Soul 
without his being the Author of that ſinful Cor- 
ruption; which it would be horrid deteſtable 
= Blaſphemy to impute to the moſt Holy One. 

3 2. The Souls of Men are not corrupted by 
their being united with the Bodies that the God 
of Nature forms for them. For how can a Maſs 
of Matter ſo operate on a rational immortal Spi- 
rit, as to render it ſinfully diſpoſed, or diſaffected 
to it's Duty ? The Soul may defile the Body, but 
how the Body can communicate ſinful Infection to 
the immortal rational Soul, I cannot perceive. 

3. The Soul is not corrupted by being derived 
from Parent to Child as the Body is. For all hu- 
| man Souls are immediately from God the Father 

of Spirits. This has been well argued by many 
from Heb. xii. 9. and other Scriptures. As the 
Souls of our firſt Parents and Chriſt were imme- 
diately from God, ſo are all other Souls, or Spi- 
tits; for which Reaſon God is deſcribed as the 
Father of Spirits in Diſtinction from the Fathers 
of our Fleſh, or Bodies. Theſe are from God in 
a mediate Way, and become Servants of Sin, by 
means of their Relation to, and concern with, ſin- 
ful degenerate Souls: But how the Souls of Men 
ſhould be by Nature corrupt and Guilty, when they 
are immediately from God, and neither his Act of 
creating them nor their being united with Bodies 
can taint and defile them, this 1s the Difficulty 
we are now concerned with. To ſolve which I add 

3 4. When 
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4. When God creates an human Soul, though 
he does not, could not conſiſtently with his moral 
Perfections, infuſe a Principle of Sin, or Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, into it, or implant any thing diſtinct from 
the eſſential Powers and Faculties of an immortal 
rational Spirit; yet creating it as a Soul belong- 
ing to Adam, and concerned with him, as the 
common federal Head of Mankind, he acts the 
Part of a righteous Judge in depriving it of, or 
forming it without, it's original Righteouſneſs, tie 
natural want of which occaſions it's being not 
only liable but prone and inclinable to Sin, which 
in it's original State it was not.“ That God the 
Creator intuſes a Principle of Corruption, or a 


Propenſity towards ſinful Acts into the Souls of 


the Poſterity of Adam, this is a Sentiment we ab- 
hor, though ſome a through Ignorance or Wilful- 
neſs have loaded our Doctrine with this black 
Charge. The Scripture teaches us how to ac- 
count tor the original Corruption of human Na- 
ture, ſince the Fall, as conſiſtent with all the di- 
vine Perfections, without ſo vile and ungodly a 
Suppoſition as that. 
The Truth lies in theſe five or ſix Particulars. 
5 1. Man 


— 


2 Mr J. infinuates this more than once; tho' none of the 


Aſſerters of Original Sin, that we know of, ever intended or 
expreſſed any thing like it. Whether Mr T's Inſinuations as to 
this, were wilful malicious Miſrepreſentations of our Doctrine, or 
proceeded from a pure Ignorance of the Doctrine he was re- 
ſolved to write againſt, God and his own Conſcience belt 
know: We are willing to hope the latter; but think, Sincerity 
and Ingenuity ſhould oblige Gentlemen, Scholars, Chriſtians, 
firſt thoroughly to underſtand, and then fairly to repreſent 
every Doctrine, which they think fit publickly to oppoſe ; 
eſpecially if it is a Doctrine that has been generally received in 
the Churches of Chrift, and that almoft all ſerious ſincere Chri- 
ſtians eſteem as an eſſential Article of the Chriſtian Faith. 
Moſt of that Character, I ſuppoſe, conſent to that old Remark 


of Auguſtin, In duorum hominum causa proprie fides Chri- 


** ſtiana conſiſtit.“ The Chriſtian Faith conſiſts chiefly of 
what concerns Adam and Chriſt. 


* 


1. Man was made by God originally righteous; 
which to deny, is to contradict expreſs Scriptures b, 
and to derogate not a little from the moral Per- 


| fections of God. 


2. God ordained Adam to be a federal Head, 
and treated with him not only for himſelf, but for 
all his natural Deſcendants. This, with the fore- 
going, I have proved already ©, and therefore here 
take it for granted. 

3. In Conſequence of bat, as, in Caſe of Adam's 


ſtanding, original Righteouſneſs would have de- 


ſcended from him to his remoteſt Poſterity; ſo 


= when Adam ſinned all Mankind ſinned in him: 
i. e. he fell as their federal covenanting Repre- 


ſentative. 

4. From thence it is, that we no ſooner become 
the Offspring of Adam, than that firſt Sin of his 
is in ſome ſort imputed to vs: 1. e. *Tis juſtly re- 
puted the Sin of our federal Head ; and we for it 
are juſtly liable to the Death originally threatned, 
which I have proved elſewhere d to be threefold, 
corporal, ſpiritual, eternal, Tho? God is far from 
infuſing Principles of Sin into the Souls of Men, 
when he puts them into Being by an immediate 


Act of creating Power, yet he imputes Guilt to 
them, as belonging to Adam, in the Inſtant of 


2 | their 


b Eccleſ. vii. 29. Gen. i. 26, 31. Eph. iv. 24. 
© In Two Sermons from Eccleſ. vii. 29. and Gen. ii. 16, 17. 
with this Title prefixed: Man's Original Righteouſneſs, and 


| God's Covenant with Adam as a publick Perſon, aſſerted and 


proved, as the Baſis of the true Doctrine of Original Sin. 

d In the latter of the Two Sermons above-mentioned, par. 
27, 28, 29, 48. To which is added an Appendix, reducing 
Mr T's Sentiments on Original Righteouſneſs, and Original Sin, 
to certain Heads, and ſhowing how each may be confuted upon 
the Principles eſtabliſhed in the foregoing Sermons. If Mr 7. 
can diſprove Man's original Righteouſneſs and God's Covenant 
with Adam as a publick Perſon, let him do it. If he can't 


do that, he is bound in Honour and Conſcience to give up his 


whole Scheme. 
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their Creation. No ſooner are the Soul and Body 


united than the original Covenant, as . 


by their federal Head, arreſts them. This, as a 
plain undeniable Conſequence from the foregoing 
Propoſitions already proved, I am at Liberty, to 
take for granted. 

5. If the Souls of Mankind, though immediate- 
ly from God, come into Being, by Virtue of the 
original Covenant, in a State of Relation to, and 
Concern wizh, their ſinning federal Head; if like- 
wiſe, Soul and Body are no ſooner united than a 
Degree of Guilt is imputed to them; if ſo, they 
do and muſt come into the World both guilty 
and unholy ; guilty, or under the Weight of the 
original Threatning, and a#boly, 1. e. deſtitute of 
original Righteouſneſs, which Adam ſinning asa 
publick Perion, loſt for himſelf, and all his natu- 


ral Deſcendants. — That the Poſterity of Adam are 


created, and born, without original Righteouſneſs 
muſt be granted. The Queſtion then is, To what 


is this owing? Why does the holy God ſend us 


into the World, without ſuch a Principle of Love 
and Obedience as was planred in the human Na- 


ture at firſt? Our being born in this unhappy. 
Condition, ſuppoſing Man to, have been originally 


righteous or holy, 1s not to be accounted for, but 
by conſidering it as the penal Conſequent of our 
being concerned in ſome Tranſgreſſion prior to our 
actual Exiſtence, (the firſt Sin of our firſt Father) 
on Account of which, as it was the Sin of our fe- 
deral Head, we come into the World under Guilt, 
and deſtitute of original Righteouſneſs. 
6. Being thus born guilty and unholy, we are of 


ourſelves prone and inclinable to actual Sins. Such 


a Being as Man if not made righteous, will, of 
himſelf, incline to Sin. A rational Being muſt be 
one of theſe two; a willing faithful Servant of God, 

or a Rebel againſt him; as 1 haye proved elſe⸗ 


where. 
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where. Either Man is inclinable to what is truly 
good, and averſe to what is evil, in the Sight of 
God, or he is the reverſe, inclinable to what is evil, 
and averſe to what is good; i. e. in other Words 
he is either rigbteous or a Sinner. The former he is 
not, naturally, as a Deſcendant of Adam, (that all 
grant) conſequently he comes into the World with- 
out original Righteouſneſs; and being put into 
Being without hat, but not without the eſſential 
Powers and Faculties of human Nature, he of him- 
ſelf, without any Principles of Sin infuſed into his 
Soul, will ſin, and continue ſinning as he is able. 
Let any one of Mankind be ſent into the World, 
and ſuffered to grow up without a Principle of 
Righteouſneſs wrought into his natural Powers, 
and he will unavoidably fin. But is the*moſt Holy 


One chargeable on that Account? No. All that 


God does 1s this, Having appointed Adam a 
common Truſtee (which I have proved to be a 
wiſe, good, juſt Conſtitution), and Adam having 
loſt original Righteouſneſs, with his primitive 
Title to God's Favour, for himſelf. and all bis, 
they are thereupon deprived of it, ſent into the 
World, and ſuffered to grow up without it; in 
which Caſe Man retaining the eſſential Powers of 


human Nature, will fin. But I muſt not enlarge 


on this at preſent, I only now give an Hint of 
the ſeveral Truths that have been in Part con- 
firmed before ©, and that may be further inſiſted 
on and more fully proved if it be needful. — But 
to return to the Text, as to which ſome will be 
ready to ſay. All that it teaches us is this, that 


each of Mankind, being deſcended of frail mor- 


% tal Parents, is like them frail and mortal. 
„% When Adam ſinned he bec me liable to Death, 
and entailed Mortality on his Deſcendants ; each 
| 1 of 
"; > 

In the two printed Sermons aforementioned, 
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«© of whom, in Conſequence of the Fall, is born 
4 liable to die; and fo it may be ſaid. That 
« which is borks of the Fleſh is Fleſh.” To this 


I reply, 

1. It the Meaning of this is, that each of the 
Poſterity of Adam is born under a Sentence of 
Death, on Account of his Fall, as the proper im- 
mediate Cauſe of it, it would follow, that the 
Fall of Adam, or his firſt Tranſgreſſion, is in ſome 
Senſe imputed to u and the reſt of his Poſterity : 
But this is not what ſome intend, who ſpeak of 
Mankind being born mortal in Conſequence of the 
Fall of their firſt Father. The whole of what they 
intend 1s, that Adam's Fall was the Occaſion of 
their being, by the Will and Providence of God, 
ſubjected to temporal Sorrows and Death. This 
is all that ſome would infer from thoſe Paſſages. 


« In Adam all die.” „ By one Man's Diſobe- 


« dience many were made Sinners: By the Offence 


4 of one, Judgment came upon all Men to Con- 


«© demnation :* But can theſe Texts be fairly in- 
terpreted to ſo low a Senſe ? Certainly they can- 
not, as has been proved by ſeveral k. 

2, Though it 1s true that the Deſcendants of 


Adam are born under a Sentence of Death, in Con- 
ſequence of his Tranſgreſſion, this is not the whole 


Truth, nor the proper Truth of the Text 3 which 
ſpeaks of every one of Mankind as born Fleſb, ſo 
as to need a being born the ſecond Time, or a 
being thoroughly and ſpiritually renewed. 

If Sin is the Cauſe of Death, and Death is 
the penal Effect of Sin, 'tis not poſſible, in Con- 


ſiſtence with the moral Perfections of God, for fin- 


leſs Creatures to be born mortal. Death, in every 
0 Senſe 


* To this Purpoſe Mr T. ſpeaks often. 


3 Laſt of all by the ingenious Author of, A Vindication of 


the Scripture- Doctrine Ul Original Sin, from Mr Taylors tree and ; 
candid Examination of it. 
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Senſe of the Word, is the wages of fin h: Sin has 
the ſame cauſal Influence on Death, whoever ſuf- 
fer it, or are obnoxious to it, as the Obedience of 
Chriſt has on the eternal Life promiſed in the 


Goſpel. 


4. If the Scripture-Account of our natural Con- 
dition is to be credited, we are not only born 
mortal, and frail, but are by Nature Children of 
Wrath. Regenerate Chriſtians come into the 
World ſuch, and unclean, or unrighteous, in the 


Sight of God. Epbe/. it. 3. Job xiv. 4. This 


then mult enter into our Expoſition of the Text. 
Laſily, Let it be obſerved, that the Scripture 
puts our natural Mortality and Corruption on this 
Foot; our Relation to, concern with, Deſcent 
from the firſt Man Adam. In him it is that all 
of Mankind die. Through the Offence of that 


one Man, many, i. e. all deſcending from him in 


a natural Way, die. By the diſobedience of that 
one Man the ſame, many, are made Sinners; as 
Sinners throughout the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe of Ju- 
ſtification is the contrary to rigbteous. So that 
when the Text ſays, that which born of the Fleſh is 
Fleſh ; the meaning 1s not, that Mankind are born 
corrupt becauſe their next immediate Progenitors . 
were /uch, but our Deſcent from them is the means 
of our deriving Mortality and -a corrupt Nature 
from qur firſt Father; which corrupt Nature in 


that it overſpreads our whole Man, Soul and 


Body, 


h Rom. vi. 23. This Text is emphatical. As Death is op- 
poſed to eternal Life (which always in the . Goſpel - denotes a 
State of everlaſting Bleſſedneſs,) it plainly fignifies the three- 
fold Death aforementioned. This the Apoſtle having /afſerted 
to be juſtly due to Sin, he does not add as he ſhould done, 
according to Mr T. but eternal Life is the reward( of Virtue. 
The Apoſtle no where deals in ſuch high Encomiòms of hu- 
man Virtue, and ſuch low debaſing Expreſſions of the Perſon 


and Worthineſs of Chriſt as Mr T's Book contains in it, p. 72, 


73, 74, &c. P. 80, 81. 
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Body, and is derived from Adam, is called, our 


old Man; and in that it oppoſes the holy Spirit's 
ſanctifying Work, and is contrary to the new Na- 
ture, the Principle of Grace, inwrought by him, 
which it ſtrives againſt in all the actings and work- 
ings of it (as the Apoſtle ſnews Gal. v. 17. Rom. 
vil. 14. Ce.) for that Reaſon it is called Fleſb. 
The Fleſh ſays the Apoſtle, luſteth againſt the Spirit, 
and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh : and theſe two Prin- 
ciples, the in-being and co-working of which are 
peculiar to the Regenerate in this World, are con- 
trary the. one io the other, ſo that ye, you Galatians 
and other regenerate Chriſtians cannot do the Things 
that ye would, Whatever the Spirit of Grace in à 
Man inclines him to, that the Fe, or corrupt 
Nature, is averſe to; and whatever the Spirit dil. 
inclines to and abhors, that the Fleſh chuſes and 
delights in. This Fleſb which the beſt feel, la- 


ment, abhor in themſelves, on all occaſions hin- 


ders them from loving, and ſerving their God as 
they earneſtly deſire, and above all things chuſe 
to love and ſerve him. If thou art indeed à re- 
generate Chriſtian thou feeleſt, Bewalleſt, abhorreſt 
the unbelief, pride, worldlineſs, and the various 
irregular workings, of thy corrupt Heart, not 
without a fixed ſtrong propenſity towards 'a State 
of ſinleſs Perfection in the Preſence of God, and 
ſuch a pure ſpiritual Manner of ſerving him, as is 
not to be reached and attained to, how earneſtly 
ſoever it is deſired, in the preſent Life. — Thus I 
have gone through the ſeveral Parts of the Text, 
the explaining of which has ſuggeſted to us the 
important Truths following. (I.) Baptiſm and 
Regeneration are abſolutely different: As different 
as the Sign, and the Thing ſignified thereby : So 
that the Baptiſmal Regeneration that ſome plead for, 
and in their Baptiſmal Office return thanks for, as 


to every one whom they baptize, is but a Dream. 


( 2.) The 
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(2.) The Spirit of God is the ſole Author of the 
New Birth. (3.) A Sinner does not become re- 
generate by his gradually acquiring Habits, or 
Principles, of Virtue, and Religion; but by the 
holy Spirits implanting in him, or breathing into 
him, a new ſupernatural Principle of Faith, Love, 
Repentance, Obedience, antecedently to all truly 
good Works done by the Sinner himſelf. (4.) Ne- 
generation is of the Nature of ſpiritual cleat\fing. 
(5.) Such a renewing Work of the divine Spirit 
as is anſwerable to thoſe Promiſes of the Cove- 
nant, Pf, cx. 3. Fer. xxxi. 33. Ezek. xxxvi. 20, 
27, &c. is indiſpenſably requiſite to preſent Obe- 
dience, and future Blefledneſs. (6.) We are by 
Nature corrupt degenerate Creatures; from our 


youngeſt Childhood averſe to what is Good, and 


ſtrongly inclinable to what is Evil. (7.) The beſt 
Chriſtians while in this World, are but impertect- 
ly good; have the meaneſt Thoughts of them- 
ſelves ; are moſt ſenſible of the ſinful Corruption 
that cleaves to them; are moſt free to acknow- 
ledge their own utter Inability, of themſelves, to 
do what is truly good; and find Reaſon to con- 
tinue praying as the Pſalmiſt did, Pſal. li. 10. 
Pſal. cxix. 34, 35, 36; and never to diſcon- 
tinue waiting on God for renewed divine Influences, 
in Order to their holding out, to the End of their 
Lives in this World, and living for ever with 
Chriſt in that to come. : 

I conclude with ſome further Hints of practical 
Improvement. be. 


I. Since Bapti/m and Regeneration are entirely 


different; let us pity thoſe who are in Danger of 
being miſled (of having their Minds taken off - 


from a due Attention to the Scripture-Account of 
the New-Birth) by being taught from their Child- 
K | hood, 
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hood, that in Baptiſm they were made Mem- 
« bers of Chriſt, Children of God,” Se. 


2, *Tis an eſſential Point of practical Religion 


to do honour to the holy Spirit as the moſt High 
God. To be born of God, and to be born of the 
Spirit are the ſame. The infuſed Principle that 
diſtinguiſhes ſincere Converts, though much excel- 
lenter in itſelf than our natural Powers, or any 
acquired Endowments, is the Spirit's Gift and 
Workmanſhip. Let us therefore conceive of 
him, pray to him, aſcribe Glory to him in our 
Doxologies, ſing of him, and celebrate Fl In our 


preaching as the moſt High God. They who | 


are born of the Spirit are under ſpecial Obliga- 
tions to this. | 


3. How ſmall is the Number of truly regene- 
rate Chriſtians? If any among us ſeem to be 
religious, but bridle not their Tongues, don't 
govern their Appetites and Paſſions z are not 
itritly juſt in all their Dealings with Men; don't 
make Conſcience of attending reverently on the 
Ordinances of Chriſt ; have not an habitual Senſe 
and Awe of God on their Hearts; and Experience 


not ſuch a Change as has been imperfectly hinted 


at, their Religion is vain. 


4. Let every one earneſtly deſire, and frequent- 
ly pray, to be born from above, and renewed by 
the Spirir of Chriſt. Read over the Promiſes that 
have been quoted : Conſider ſeriouſly the Scrip- 
ture-Account of ſpiritual Renovation as it has 
been ſet before you: Be concerned leaſt you ſhould 
miſtake it, or fall ſhort of an experimental Know- 
ledge of it : Pray daily, with all poſſible Concern, 
as the Pſalmift did, Pſal. li. 10. P/al. cxix. 5, 
33, 34, 35: Even regenerate Chriſtians themſelves, 


by 
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by reaſon of the remaining Corruption of Nature 
(which renewing Grace gives them a more affecting 
Senſe of, and a better Knowledge of, than the 
learnedeſt Men in the World can have who are not 
born and taught of the Lord) are warranted and 
obliged to continue praying, that God would 
create in them a clean Heart, that the Lord would 
direct their Hearts into the Love of God, Sc. 


5. Let every one apply to himſelf, and practi- 
cally improve, what the Text and other Scriptures 


ſuggeſt, as to the native Corruption of Man ſince 


the Fall, and the abſolute Need of ſpiritual Reno- 
vation ariſing from thence. Every one might and 
ſhould think ſeriouſly with himſelf as follows. 
<< T have been born Fleſh of Fleſh :.I came into 
„ the World guilty and ungodly as a Child of 
« Adam: From my earlieſt Childhood I was averſe 
&« to what is truly good, and ſtrongly inclinable 
« to what is evil, in the Sight of God: Whatever 
J am at preſent, I was by Nature à Child of 
«« Wrath: It concerns me to repent of, i. e. to 
«© mourn over, to confeſs o God, to abhor and 
„ loath myſelf for, to aſk pardon for, and ear- 
<< neſtly cry to God for Deliverance from, the ſin- 


« ful Pollution of Nature, which has deſcended 
to me from the firſt Tranſgreſſion of my finning 


« federal Head. In him I was originally righ- 
* teous, and I defy any of the Learned to diſprove 


<« this: In him I fell: From him I derive Guile 
« and a corrupt Nature, ſerious Reviews of which 
s forbid all proud Conceits of my own Goodneſs, 


„ moral Abilities, &c. teach me that I am no 
* Way able to form myſelf anew, and that if I 
« am created unto good Works, the ſaving 


Change muſt be aſcribed with humble Thank- 


LI 


fulneſs to free diſtinguiſhing Mercy, to the Re- 
„ deemer's Blood, and to the holy Spirit's effectual 


F 2 „Working: 
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„Working: If I am a true regenerate Chriſtian, 
„] muſt never forget who and what it is that has 
* made me ſuch an one, God grant I may not 
« be a miſtaken, deceiving, Hypocrite.” It ſhould 
be the great Concern of every one thoroughly to 
know himſelf, to experience the Efficacy of God's 
renewing Grace, and to be by his mighty Power 
preſerved ſafe to his heavenly Kingdom. 
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APPENDIX. 
HREE different falſe Accounts have 
| ; been given of the Nature of Regeneration. 


Two of them are ſtruck at, and a little 
confuted, in the foregoing Diſcourſe. 


One is this. To be born again, is by Degrees 


to acquire an Habit or Principle of true Religion; 
which, ſay the Socinians and other Aſſerters of this 


Opinion, every Man in the World, as made by 
God a rational free Agent, has it- in his Power 
to do.” When a Man does /o exert his natural 
Abilities, and. ſo improve the external Helps 
granted to every one, more or leſs, by a merciful 
Providence, as to attain to an Habit of Goodneſs, 
a Principle of true Religion, then he becomes re- 
generate, is born of the Spirit; the good Spirit 
readily concurring with every one who deſires and 
endeavours to be virtuous and religious. This is 
Mr F. Taylor's Account of Regeneration, in his 


late Book _—_ Original Sin. How far this may 
be excepted againſt, I ſhow in the preceding Dii- 


courſe, 


A Second falſe hes. > to the Nature of Rege- 

weration is this. It confiſts of two Things; Bap- 
tiſm, and an internal Renovation, This ſome great 
and good Men, both Antients and Moderns, plead 


for; grounding this Notion of theirs chiefly on 
Jobn iii. 5. Tit. iii. 5. which two Texts I have a 
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little endeavoured to reſcue out of their Hands, by 


ſhowing, as to the former, that there is good Rea- 
ſon to believe it does not at all refer, or allude, to 
the out ward Baptiſm; as to the latter that Baptiſm 
may indeed be therein alluded to, but what the 


Apoſtle means by waſhing of Regeneration, is pro- 5 


bably the fame with the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which Holy "Ghoſt being like Water poured out 
upon us in Regeneration, on that Account we may, 
with Propriety, be ſaid to be born of Water and 
the Spirit; or the Spirit, whoſe Influence is, like 
that of Water, cleanſing and purifying. 


A third Miſtake as to Regeneration I meet with 
in ſome modern, as well as antient, Books. To be 
born again, or which is the ſame thing, to be born 
of Water and the S$jirit, it is not to be inward] 
renewed by the Spirit, together with Baptiſm, but 
it is to be © tranſlateg out of a State of Nature, 
«* the State which we are born in as the Children 
« of Adam, into a State of Pardon and Grace, in 
„ the Uſe of, or by Means of, Chriſtian Baptiſm.” 

This Tenet is clogged with the following Ab- 
ſurdities. ; 


1. It confounds Regeneration with Juſtification 
or Pardon, which the Word of God gives no 
Countenance to, that we can diſcover. 


2, It diſtinguiſhes Regeneration from an inward 


Renovation, making it a different Thing from the 


. renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which indeed may pre- 
cede it, or accompany it, or be the Conſequent 
of it, but is as different from it as a relative and 
an inherent Change are, it ſome are not miſtaken. 


3. It implies all baptized Infants being, in this 


_ Senſe, regenerated by the Holy Ghoſt, i. e. tranſlated 
RH out 


* 


mos We 
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out of the State of Guilt and Wrath, into which 
we are born, into a State of preſent Pardon, and 
Acceptance with God; upon which, how wicked 
ſoever they prove afterwards, they have no need 
of being born again; but only of Repentance and 
Converſion, from which, according to this Opinion, 
Regeneration is greatly different. 6 


4. It ſubverts the Nature and contradicts the 
true Deſign of the Sacraments of the New Cove- 
nant; for theſe don't really confer Grace of any 
kind, but ſignify and ſeal it. 

That Regeneration, and bringing Perſons into a 
State of Pardon, are not the ſame ; and that Rege- 
neration is the ſame with the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt, I prove from the following Scriptures, 
Fobn iii. 6. James i. 18. 1 Pet. i. 23, with which 


Tit. iii. 5. may be compared. 


Jobn iii. 6. Our Lord oppoſes, as we have 
heard, Fleſb and Spirit, with a being born of exe 
and the otber. To be born Fleſb, it is to be born 
corrupt or unholy ; Fleſb being put for the Corrup- 


tion of Nature that we derive from Adam, or the 


corrupt evil Principle that every one does or may 
feet in himſelf, Though Guilt and Corruption are 


inſeparable, they are diſtinct, and 'tis not the for- 


mer but the latter that is called Fleſb, as has been 
ſhown. Now this ſhows what it is to be born Spi- 
rit of Spirit. It is not to be forgiven, but inwardly 
changed. If to be Fleſh of Fleſh is to be the cor- 
rupt ſinful Offspring of Parents defiled with Sin; 


to be born Spirit of Spirit (the ſame with Regene- 


ration) it is to be made ſpiritual, or new Crea- 
tures, by the Spirit of God. 


James i. 18. Of bis own Will begat be us with 


the Word of Truth, that we might be a kind of Firſt 


| Fruits of his Creatures, Does not this ſpeak of 
Regeneration ? Does not the Apoſtle ſpeak of it as 2 
_— m aking # 7 
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making a real inherent Change? *Tis of God's own 
Will, according to Jobn i. 13. and 2 Tim. i. 9. Tis 
by means of the Word of God, as Faitbi and Santti- 
fication k are elſewhere ſaid to be. By his Word, 
as a Means, God begets us, or renews us, that we 
may be a People dedicated to God, and ſet apart 
for him. | 6A 

1 Pet. i. 23. Being born again not of corruptible 
Seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God. — 
Compare this with John i. 13. 1 John iii. 9. James 
1, 18. The Spirit of God when he regenerates a 
Man, what does he do for him? He injects au 
incorruptible Seed or Principle, which the Apoſtle 
John calls bis Seed, This abideth in the regenerate 
Perſon, and is implanted in him when he is born 
of God, or regenerated by him, 1 Jobn iii. 9. 
With theſe plain Texts, compare that in Tit. iii. 5. 
where the Apoſtle diſtinctly mentions indeed waſb- 
ing of Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
But he might not therefore intend to repreſent them 
as two things really different. Is not, and, often 
exegetical? So it appears to be here, upon com- 
paring this with the other Texts already explained. 

That neither adult Perſons nor Infants are rege- 
nerated in Baptiſm, ordinarily, is evident to us, 
from the Premiſes, together with the Nature, and 
End, of Sacraments as plainly ſtated in the Scrip- 
ture, Jobn iii. 5. One of the Texts, on* which 
this Baptiſmal Regeneration is grounded, ſays no- 
thing of Baptiſm as has been proved. Tit. iii. 5. 
does indeed allude to Baptiſm : But it is queſtion- 


able whether it directly ſpeaks of it. However 


granting that it does, and that waſhing of Regene- 
ration is indeed Baptiſm, even this, inſtead of con- 
firming the darling Tenet of ſome, proves the 
contrary. For Baptiſm might be ſo deſcribed, as 


It - 


i Rom. x. 17. k John xvii. 17. 
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of Regeneration. A Sign may bear 
the Name of the thing ſignified. So it does in 
this Text, according to ſome, as it does alſo with 
ſome of the Antients, — What the Efficacy of Bap- 
tiſm is, we reaſonably infer from what the Apoſtle 
ſays of the antient Circumciſion, which was once a 
Seal of the ſame Covenant that is now ſealed by 
Baptiſm, as our Divines irrefragably prove in their 
Diſputes with the Antipedobaptiſts, Rom. iv. 11. 
And be received the Sign of Circumciſion, a Seal of 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith. — Circumciſion was a 
Sign, of what? of Regeneration, or of God's 
taking a Perſon into Covenant with himſelf, or 
both. Thar it was an appointed Token of 7bis 
latter, we find Gen. xvii. 11, That it was or- 
dained to be an outward Sign or Symbol of Rege- 
neration, or ſpiritual Renovation, we gather from 
hence, that this is ſomerimes called by the Name 
of Circumciſion. *Tis the Circumciſion of the 
Heart that we ſometimes read of. Again, It was 
a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith. So it was 
to Abraham, and other true upright Beli vers. It 
ſealed the Bleſſing of Remiſſion, or 7uſtification, to 


all ſuch. In like Manner, Baptiſm, as ordained 


by Chriſt, inſtead of the antiquated Sign and Seal 
of Circumciſion, is a Sign of Regeneration, and a 
viſible Token of God's taking into Covenant every 
one to whom he would have it to be adminiſtred. 


 *Tis alſo a Seal of Juſtification : *Tis called he 


Baptiſm of Repentance for the Remiſſion of Sint; in 
as much as it is an Obligation to Repentance laid 
on them who partake of it; and it ſeals the Bleſ- 
ſing of Forgiveneſs to every ſincere penitent Be- 
liever, as Circumciſion did to Abrabam and his 
ſpiritual Seed formerly. Is not this a plain ſcrip- 
tural Account of the Efficacy of Bapti/m ? If any 


pretend that the Efficacy of Baptiſm now 1s greater 


than that of Circumciſion formerly, let them prove 
- ü G it. 
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Was Circumciſion a Token of the Covenant be- 
tern God and his People; ſo is Baptiſm now. 
Was Circumciſion a Sign of Regeneration; ſo is 
Baptiſm now. Was Circumciſion a Seal of Juſti- 
fication, or Remiſſion of Sins, to ſuch as Abra- 
bam was, or fincere Believers; ſo is Baptiſm now. 
It is not ordained to be a Means of Forgiveneſs 


but to be a Seal of it; in which Senſe we read of 


it's being adminiſtred for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
Thus we are to underſtand what Ananias ſaid to 
Saul, Acts xxii. 16. Ariſe, and be baptiſed, 
and waſh away thy Sins :*? i. e. Partake of Bap- 
tiſm as a Token and Seal of God's having already 
pardoned thy Sins. Saul was already a Convert 
and forgiven, Baptiſm then was not to put him 
into a State of Pardon' and Grace, but to be to 
him a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of the Faith which 
he had while as yet unbaptized. 

The Children of God's People are indeed ſaid 
to be holy, 1 Cor. vii. 14. Rom. xi. 16. and, of 
* ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Mat. xix. 14. 
But thi: makes nothing for the Baptiſmal Regene- 
ration which ſome dream of. The Holineſs aſcribed 
to ſuch, is not either an inherent ſaving Holineſs, 
or a being in a State of Pardon and Grace by 
means of Baptiſm : It is an Holineſs that deſcends 
from Parents in Covenant with God to their Chil- 
dren: It ariſes not from Baptiſm,, but from the 
Covenant as cſtabliſned with Believers and their 
Seed: *Tis a relative federal Holineſs ; is prior to 
Baptiſm; and gives a Right to the partaking of 
it. The Children of God's People are baptized 
not in Order to their being made Members of the 
viſible Church, and federally holy, but becauſe 
they are ſo before, by Virtue of the Covenant. 
This is the true Scripture-Ground of Infant Baptiſm, 
which the Aſſerters of Baptiſmal Res are 
ignorant, or inconſiderate of. 


N gince 
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ſpiritual Renovation, as has been ſhown, if Infants 
were regenerated, they would be renewed too by 
means of Baptiſm. But what Evidence is there of 
this? Are not the Children of God's People, the 
baptized of them as well as others, averſe to what 
is good, and inclinable to what is evil, from their 
youngeſt Childhood ? — According to the Scrip- 


ture, Pardon and Saxfification go together. If 


Baptiſm therefore conveys Pardon, it muſt confer 
San#ification alſo, If it is not an effectual ſanctify- 
ing Ordinance, tis not, it cannot be, a pardoning 
one. The Truth is, tis eit ber. Tis not ordained 
for either of theſe Purpoſes; but to be ſuch a Sign 
and Seal as Circumciſion was in old Time. This 
I imagine, every one will be diſpoſed to believe 
who is convinced that our Lord ſpeaks nothing of 
Baptiſm in Jobn iii. 5. and that is proved in the 
foregoing Sermon. 

Much more might be offered, if there was Room. 
But I would not break off without ſome Citations 
from the Fathers, becauſe the Aſſerters of Bapti/- 
mal Regeneration build nor a little on their Teſtimo- 
nies, and profeſs to be pretty much directed by 
them. I begin with the moſt antient one next after 
the New Teſtament. 


Clemens Romanus ſpeaking of Noah, ſays, ** Noab © | 


« being found faithful, by his Mini.cy, preached 
«© Regeneration to the World.” Here (1.) The 
Word, Liturgy, is applied to the preaching of 


Noah; and (2.) Regeneration is put for, Repen- 


tance, or Converſion, or ſpiritual Renovation l. 
Did that Preacher of Righteouſneſs, as the Scrip- 
ture calls him, invite the Sinners of the old World 


to be baptized ? What can his preaching Regene- 
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cap. 9. 


SRP 5 4 © © S & * 1 


Since Regeneration is the ſame with an internal 


—— — — — — — — — 


52 4 P PEN DTX. 

ration to them ſignify, but his calling them to Re- 
pentance, his exhorting them to turn to God, his 
declaring to them the Neceſſity of an inward Re- 
novation and an outward Reformation? 

Juſtin Martyr, ſpeaking of thoſe who were per- 
ſuaded to believe the Goſpel, and engaged to live 
accordingly, ſays, ** They are brought to a Place 
„ where Water is, and regenerated after the ſame 
Manner ® of Regeneration, in which we our- 
« ſelves were regenerated. For they are baptized 
« in the Name of, &c. Chriſt having ſaid. If Ye 
are not regenerated ye ſhall not enter into the 
„Kingdom of Heaven.” Here it muſt be grant- 
ed, regenerated is put for baptized, and John iii. 3. 
is underſtood of Baptiſm. This ſeems to make 
for Baptiſmal Regeneration, But perhaps all that 
we can fairly gather from Juſtin's Words is this. 
Inaſmuch as a Sign may bear the Name of what 
is ſignified by it, and Baptiſm is a Sign of Rege- 
neration, or ſpiritual renewing, for that Reaſon he 
ſays of the baptized, that they are regenerated, 


The Perſons whom he there ſpeaks of being re- 


puted ſincere Believers a, already converted and 
forgiven, they were thought proper Perſons to 
be baptized, and baptized they were, not in Or- 
der to their being forgiven, but in Token of their 
being already regenerated and pardoned. Baptiſm 
may fitly enough be called Regeneration, if it be 
underſtood agreeably to the uſual Manner of put- 


ting 


m Teomov dVay er vnirews ov Kar whers avey vn npey. 
n The Paſſage above-cited is introduced thus. When any 
are perſuaded to believe what we teach, and conſent to live 


60 accordingly, Kar Prev * Jurack uTIoYNvovTai, 4 


they are exhorted to pray and to aſk with Faſting the For- 
«« giveneſs of their paſt Sins, we joining with them in Prayer 
and Faſting.” See here a Specimen of the Diſcipline of the 
Church, about the middle of the IId Century, while ſeveral 


corrupt Tenets and Superſtitions afterwards introduced, were as 


yet unknown. 
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ting the Thing ſignified for that which is the Sign 
of it. For, | 


Clement of Alexandria ſometimes calls Baptiſm a 


Sign of Regeneration; and in another Place ſpeaks 


thus. The Father of the Univerſe entertains * 


« them who fly to him, and having regenerated 
e them by the Spirit to Adoption, he knows them 
* to be of a gentle Diſpoſition »; and them only 
«© he loves, aſſiſts and fights for.” Obſerve, thoſe 


whom be regenerates be knows to be of a gentle Diſpo- 


fition, loves, aſſiſts, fights for. Can any pretend 
that Clement here by regenerates means baptizes ? 
Again, He ſays, ** The Heathen Philoſophers 


«+ expreſs, teaching, and enlightning, by regenera- 
ting,“ And he himſelf elſewhere applies. this 


ſame Word to Converſion, and Repentance, in the 
plaineſt Manner poſſible. For ſpeaking of a lewd 
Woman he ſays. ** She lives unto Sin, but is 
dead to the Commands; but when ſhe. repents, 
being regenerated, in regard to a Change of 
«© Behaviour, ſhe has the Regeneration of Life v; 
«© ſhe being dead as to her paſt Adultery, but 
«© regenerated by Repentance.” In which Paſſage, 
by Regeneration of Life, is meant ſuch a Change 
as tendeth to Life, or ſuch an inward Renovation 
as fits and prepares for eternal Life, The adul- 
terous Woman, when changed and brought to Re- 
pentance, is expreſsly ſaid to be regenerated thereby, 
in Contradiction to our modern Aſſerters of Ba 

tiſmal Regeneration, who boldly and inconſide- 
rately affirm, again and again, that there is a migh- 
ty Difference between Regeneration and Converſion a, 


and 


0 Avaytyrnoas avivuart ts d, us oder. 
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a Some modern Aſſerters of Baptiſmal Regeneration ſome- 


times ſpeak, as though they took theſe two to be the ſame, 
22 at 


— — ——— — — — — 


54 APPENDIX. 


and that whenever the Antients ſpeak of the for- 


mer, they always mean Baptiſm, by it. 


Tertullian ſpeaks of Chriſtians as born again, by 
means of the Law or Inſtruction of the Word of 
God. The Paſlage I refer to is like much of this 


Author, crabbed and obſcure. For a long Time 
I knew not what to make of it, till finding it 
quoted by Dr Gale, in his Reflexions on Wall*s Hi- 
ſtory of Infant Baptiſm, who underſtands it as al- 
luding to the Decalogue, and tranſlates it thus. We 
are born in the ſame Number of Months, as we 
are regenerated by Precepts . 

Euſebius, or rather Clement of Alexandria, as 
quoted by him, ſays of a certain Apoſtate, reco- 
vered and brought to Repentance by means of the 
Diſcourſes and Prayers of the Apoſtle Jobn; that 
he was a remarkable Example of Repentance, and 
a remarkable Inſtance of Regeneration. The laſt 
Sentence of the Account given by Euſebius, as in 
the Words of Clement, runs thus. When he 
the Apoſtle, had poured forth many Prayers 
&« for him, and ſoftened his Heart by ſeveral Diſ- 
* courſes with him, and confirmed, or ſtrength- 
„ ned him, he departed not, as is reported, till 
* he had fully reſtored him to the Church, pre- 
« ſenting them with a great Example of Repen- 
<« pentance,” and a great Proof of Regeneration i, 
and a ſingular Inſtance of the viſible Reſurrection, 


Irenæus, 


at other Times they ſpeak differently, thereby ſnowing that 
when they put Regeneration and Conwverfion together, they mean 
only this, that Regeneration, or, à being born of Water and the 
Spirit, is not ſufficient without a Converſion of the Heart, or 
an inward Renovation, in the Caſe of grown Perſons. c 
r Tertullian's Words are, Tanto temporis numero, quanto 
«« diſciplinz numero renaſcimur.“ 
1 Mey magadiury pea ,-. A ins, Act EYE 
vg 4 manyyEncias. Euſeb. Hiſt. lib, 3, cap. 23. 
fo ſome Books that I have ſeen, cap. 20. 
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Jrenæus, of our Lord, ſays. Being a Ma- 
1 ſter he alſo had the Age of a Maſter. — For he 


« came to ſave all by himſelf: all, I mean, who & 


« by him are regenerated unto God ; Infants, 
« litzle Children, Youth, and elder Perſons.” 
This has been often cited againſt the Aniipedobap- 
tiſts. It was urged in the laſt Age by Dr Owen*, 
Mr Baxter, and others. Since that Dr Wall has 
inſerted it in his Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm. *Tis 
one of the Paſſages uſually quoted to ſupport the 
Practice of baptizing Infants from antient Teſtimo- 
nies 3 Baptiſm being, ſay theſe learned Pedobaptiſts, 
often called Regeneration by the Antients, and Jre- 
næus here ſpeaking of Infants and little ones as, to- 
gether with Perſons of other Ages, regenerated or 
baptized. But though Bapii/m may be here al- 
luded to, it does not ſeem to be directly intended. 
The all whom Chriſt came to ſave are ſaid to be 
regenerated to God. Can this be meant of Bap- 
tiſm? Are none ſaved but ſuch as are baptized ? 
Or, are all who are baptized ſaved by Chriſt? 
That muſt be the Caſe, according to [reneus, if 
Regeneration was here put for Baptiſm : For he evi- 
dently intimates that, all whom Chriſt came to ſave 
are regenerated, and that all who are regenerated 
to God are ſaved, A plain Proof this, ſuppoſing 
the Paſſage to be genuine, that Jrenæus did not 
believe univerſal Redemption in the modern Armi- 


nian Senſe, and that he had no Notion of the Bep- 


tiſmal Regeneration ſince deviſed. | 
There 


t See, Collection of Dr Owen's Sermons and Tractt, pag. 5 79, 
where he vindicates this Paſſage as an early Teſtimony to In- 
fant Baptiſm, againſt Mr Tombs. So does Mr Baxter in his 
Plain Scripture Proof of Infants Church-Memberſhip and Baptiſm, 
a moſt excellent Book neyer yet fairly anſwered ; as, I ima- 
gine, the main of it never will nor can; — though I can't help 
queſtioning whether the Paſſage of renzus is ſo clear and full 
in favour of Pedebapti/m as theſe, and other learned Men, 
ſuppoſe, TY 
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There are indeed ſeveral Paſſages that ſeem to 
favour this Tenet, how ill-grounded and unſcriptu- 
ral ſoever, in Cyprian with his Cotemporaries, and 
many other following Writers. But how ſtrongly 
ſoever they ſeem to aſſert this, or the abſolute 
Neceſſity of the outward Baptiſm, and what grand 
Encomiums ſoever they give of Baptiſm, calling 
it Regeneration, Grace, Redemption, the Salutary 
Laver, &c. notwithſtanding all this, their ſuffer- 
ing ſome Perſons ſo long to put off their being 
baptized, their allowing ſome who died unbaptized 
to be in Heaven; theſe things, with ſome inci- 
dental Paſſages extant in their Writings, particu- 
larly thoſe quoted from Auguſtin in the foregoing 
Sermon, would incline one to think, that at the 
Bottom they did not mean to aſcribe ſo much to 
Bapriſm as they commonly ſeemed to do ; and that 
they looked upon this Ordinance of Chrift as a 
Sign of Regeneration, and a Seal of Forgiveneſs, to 
true penitent Believers, rather than as Regeneration 
itſelf, and an effectual Means of Pardon itſelf, in 
the Caſe of any. Be that as it will ; The Scriprure 
is our Rule, not the Writings of the Fathers. 
Whatever theſe ſeemingly or really aſſert, we think 
it eaſily provable, and already proved from the 
Scriptures of Truth, that the Sacraments don't 
confer Grace, but are only Signs and Seals of pro- 
miſed ſpiritual Bleſſings ; that Baptiſm is not Re- 
generation, but an external Sign of it, and a Seal 
of Remiſſion to true penitent Believers, as Circum- 
cifion was in old Time, Rom. iv. 11. that Rege- 
neration and Converſion, or inward Renovation, 
are the ſame both in the Scripture, and ſome of 
the antienter Fathers; and that the Baptiſmal Re- 
generation, which many ſo warmly contend for, 
is a groundleſs Fancy, K 58 
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